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ALGERIA 


FOOD CONSUMPTION AND NATIONAL EXPENDITURE ANALYZED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 16, 17, 19 Oct 82 
[Articles by Djamel Gacem: "To Live On Oil And Gas?"] 
[16 Oct 82 pp 1, 12] 

[Text] I - Past Low Consumption 


It is not a long time since laborers had to toil away 8 hours a day with no 
more to eat than a 500-g loaf of bread, a few olives and sometimes a glass 

of milk. Our first factory workers of the colonial era will remember that. 
They will also remember the widespread famines that decimated entire Algerian 
populations (the first one dates back to 1421; that of 1868 made 500,000 
victims). 


Hunger due to undernourishment and malnutrition was the lot of most Algerians. 
Let us just recall a few outstanding facts which were accompanied by the 
greatest hardship for our working masses. Unable to feed themselves, they 
became uprooted and this in turn led to emigration to France and the creation 
of pitiable shantytowns, the "bidonvilles," growing next to large urban cen- 
ters. What did they eat? The diet of many was based on wheat or barley, and 
when these were in short supply or lacking, they would use substitutes to make 
their flat bread: "bechna" which is a sort of sorghum, and vetches (in Arabic 
"djelben"). In winter, they would eat "guerninas," species of wild edible 
thistles growing in abundance, and acorns from a certain variety of oak-- 
these were either eaten raw or ground into a flour which the women would use 
to make couscous. Dairy products, eggs, meat were excluded from their diet 
all year round. 


The amount of food available varied according to the seasons. During the good 
season, from the end of May to the end of November, broad beans would accom- 
pany or replace couscous. The diet was then enriched with vegetables, almost 
alwavs the same: onions and tomatoes and, in the fall, when food was more 
abundant, some fruits: prickly pears, plums, grapes. 


During the bad season, from the end of November to the end of May, grown 
vegetables would disappear and be replaced for a month by wild thistles, 
the "guerninas." In winter, a time when there was no work, the calory in- 
take would diminish. Life would slow down. All members of the same family 

















did not all get the same amount of food. For instance, when the head of the 
family had to work and cereal reserves were insufficient, other family mem- 
bers would reduce their own rations to increase his so he would have enough 
flour to eat to go to work. Five sixths of the monthly budget of a working- 
class family of five were spent on food. Fear of malnutrition induced parents 
to marry their daughters before the legal age of 15 vears and 3 months. 


In the south of the country, the peasant could eat flat bread or couscous 
three months a year; during three other months, he would fill up with dates. 
The rest of the time, he would stave off his hunger with green vegetables and 
a few wild plants. A skinny goat would provide at most half a cup of milk a 
day and meat was still more rare. 


Therefore, speaking of food consumption today amounts to relating our people's 
long struggle against hunger. One struggle against a harsh nature, and ano- 
ther against the established social order based on exploitation and plunder- 
ing; a consumption model which was not adapted. Before we can speak of diet, 
we must achieve agricultural progress, as such progress is of decisive import- 
ance in determining the standard of living. Far from being related solely to 
a certain level of supply, the level of nutrition is essentially dependent on 
the increase of all categories of workers’ purchasing power and on an equitable 
distribution of income. It cannot be denied that purchasing power plays an 
important part in modifying food consumption patterns. Salary and price va- 
riations, as well as agricultural production are equally important. 


In 1956, cereals accounted for 61 percent of the total energizing value of 
the food consumed, meat for 2 percent and dairy products for 5 percent. The 
inadequacy of che purchasing power restricted food consumption to cereals and 
excluded highly energizing foods such as milk, meat, sugar and fruits. 





Accce;ting to one source,* food consumption in Algeria accelerated as 
the pupulation increased, without any noticeable dwindling of food resources. 
The energizing value of the average individual ration increased steadily. 


From 1934-1938 to 1956, the value of the food ration is said to have increased 
from 1,800 to 2,304 calories, while the population increased from 7,230,000 to 
10,305,000 inhabitants, including 100,000 French soldiers. According to the 
same source, the past 20 years have seen a considerable increase in soft wheat 
consumption, and a mich less marked increase in durum wheat consumption; at the 
same time, barley consumption dropped. 


Actually, Algerians increasingly turned away from the traditional barley flat 
bread in favor of white bread, the consumption of which increased considerably 
year after year, and they consumed more durum wheat in the form of semolina 
and couscous. 





* Report on the Food and Agriculture Situation, Interministerial Agriculture 
and Food Committee. Report presented by France to the FAO in 1958. 

















Meat consumption, although it increased appreciably during the past 20 years, 
was still rather limited. This is probably due to the relatively high price 
of meat and to the fact that a large part of the population still has a 
limited purchasing power. Butcher's meat consumption increased from 24,180 
tons in 1955 to 28,110 tons in 1956 and 25,800 tons in 1957; at the same time, 
importations increased from 1,800 tons in 1955-1956 to 6,970 tons in 1957. 


In 20 years, potato consumption more than doubled, increasing from 100,000 
tons in 1938 to 288,000 tons in 1957. Coffee, tea and sugar consumptions 

increased. Milk consumption increased from 2,650 to 16,560 tons from 1938 
to 1957. 


This internal reorganization of food consumption leads to the assumption 
that the purchasing power of Algerian populations increased. It also re- 
flects the evolution of food consumption patterns which tended to imitate 
those of the European population. 


We can assume that the increase in purchasing power resulted in an increase 
in food consumption. What is certain, however, is that its inadequacy limit- 
ed the consumption of highly energizing foods such as milk, meat, sugar and 
fruits, in favor of cereals and especially cereals with a low food value 
which did not cost as much. 


How much did food consumption patterns change in the 20 years since the 
country became independent? Considerable investments were made to indus- 
trialize the country and resulted in profound mutations in the national 
economy. Revenues were multiplied and the purchasing power was considerably 
increased. 


The relatively large increase in purchasing power, in spite of demographic 
growth, should result in a reshaping of consumption patterns, both quantita- 
tively and qualitatively. 


[17 Oct 82 p 7] 
[Text] II. Dangerous Dependence 


Before independence, very few could afford a balanced diet. Because the 
purchasing power was inadequate, food consumption was restricted essentially 
to cereals, while highly energizing foods remained beyond the modest means 
of most of the Algerian people. Even if calory requirements were met, food 
quality remained poor. Traditional food consumption patterns were upset 

and their evolution showed that they would imitate those of the European 
population. This desire for a richer and better-balanced diet was frustrated 
by a low level of income, a low purchasing power and relatively high prices. 
Most of the already modest income would go for food, but a balanced diet 

was still not achieved. Work, when there was any to be had, could not 
provide much more than survival. 


How are things now, in 1982? 














We should first note that there have been profound changes in our country's 
food consumption. These changes were the result of the national develop- 
ment process that started in the first years following independence. Massive 
developthent investments caused profound mutations in the national economy, 
they multiplied revenues in industrial sectors and substantially increased 
the purchasing power. The rapid urbanization and increased monetarization 

of the economy (the monetary mass increased from a 100 index in 1965 to 278 
in 1975) upset the food consumption patterns that had prevailed before in- 
dependence. Needs could express themselves freely and were encouraged by 

the possibility of purchasing abroad. To meet food requirements became the 
credo of the country's economy. Two constraints go against it: the stagnation 
of the national agricultural production, and the huge demographic growth 
(annual rate of growth: 3.3 to 3.4 percent). 


One danger is imminent: we could become dependent on developed capitalistic 
countries for our food supplies--the result being a steady increase in our 

food bill--and we could jeopardize our economic and social liberation if we 
relied tco much on the oil and gas manna. 


Agricultural exportations have already been reduced to a minimum. The time 
is past when they accounted for a considerable part of our foreign trade. 
This means that the food coverage provided by domestic production is shrink- 
ing away. 


With 2.3 billion dinars in 1963, the agricultural added value represented 
17.5 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP); with its 6.7 billion cur- 
rent dinars in 1978, it represents only 7.7 percent of the GDP. However, 
in the 16 years between 1963 and 1978, the GDP in current dinars was mul- 
tiplied by 6.6, increasing from 13.1 to 86.8 billion dinars. 


According to FAO statistics, assuming an index of 100 for the period 1969- 
1971, agricultural production per inhabitant decreased steadily from year 
to year: it was 99 in 1972, 87 in 1973, 88 in 1974, 92 in 1976 and 83 in 
1977. 


Because of urbanization, however, the demand for food products is increasing 
and, at the same time, changes in consumption patterns are taking place. In 
1966, 3.9 million people lived in towns, i.e. 33 percent of the population; 
in 1977, they are close to 7 million and 41 percent. 


One trend is increasing: the gap between food production and food consumption 
is becoming wider all the time. The national agricultural production covers 
a decreasing proportion of consumption: 70 percent in 1969; 56 percent in 
1973; 35 percent in 1977; not quite 30 percent now. 


The balance of agricultural trade, which was in equilibrium and sometimes 
showed a surplus, has deteriorated to the expense of Algeria. 


The balance was upset during the period 1967-1970 and, since 1971, agricul- 
tural importations clearly exceed exportations. The proportion of food 
importations covered by exportations was 98 percent under the Three-Year 

















Plan; it decreased to 80 percent under the first Four-Year Plan. It dropped 
to 15 percent under the second Four-Year Plan. In 1978, it was about 11 
percent. 


This means that the food bill must be paid for with revenues from oil and gas 
exportations. The food bill is getting larger all the time. The range of 
food products imported has widened, but cereals still rank first. Cereal 
importations increased from 200,000 tons per year in 1963-1966 to over 2 mil- 
lion tons in 1977, after a sharp increase in 1971. An average of 4--4.5 mil- 
lion tons of cereals per year are expected to be imported by the year 2000, 
unless domestic production is increased. Yet, these figures reflect the de- 
crease in cereal consumption which is expected to result from probable changes 
in eating habits. 


Financially, food importations are becoming a heavy burden. They increased 
from 700-800 million current dinars in 1963-1965 to 4.6 billion in 1975, 
3.5 billion in 1976, 4.5 billion in 1977 and 5 billion in 1978. 


We are therefore witnessing a spectacular increase in importations, even if 
it is still bearable thanks to the relative financial affluence ‘hich we de- 
rive from oil and gas exportations, and even if food represents a steadily 
decreasing proportion of total exportations (35 billion in 1978): 22 percent 
in 1963; 14 percent in 1978. 


In addition to its financial weight, the cost of food importations is also 
politically heavy. The food weapon has proved threatening and represents an 
effective means which international, and especially U.S. imperialism will use, 
when the time is right, to reorientate our desire to achieve economic inde- 
pendence and break with the present order which is based on exploitation and 
plundering. 


This concern is perfectly justified when we consider that our country is 
essentially dependent on the United States and Canada for its importations 

of cereals. Approximately one fourth of our food importations come from 

the United States. In 1978, wheat importations amounted to 1.5 million tons: 
46 percent came from the United States, 33 percent from Canada. The following 
year, global cereal purchases--all cereals together--amounted to over 2 mil- 
lion tons, representing a value of 1,453 million dinars: 68 percent came from 
the 2 North American countries. 


We do cover our cereals importations with our own means: we pay for what we 
buy. But at what cost! Let us face it, solvency can never ensure or guaran- 
tee the security of our food supply. Being 70 percent dependent on 2 coun- 
tries should give us some food for thought. Under the right circumstances, 
the United States may decide unilaterally to stop exporting cereals to our 
country. 


For a country like ours, which has chosenthe way of socialism, the often 
stated need to decrease dependence is obvious. The food weapon is used 
increasingly often in international economic relations. 
































[19 Oct 82, p 7] 
[Text] III. Three Trends 


Steadily increasing food importations. A relatively de- 
creasing domestic agricultural productiou. An accelerated 
rate of population growth (see lst and 4th parts): these 
are three trends that will determine food consumption size 
and patterns. 


Importations seem to account for a large proportion of the 
calories and protein contained in the average food ration. 
The principal products imported are cereals, milk and 
dairy products, sugar, oils and fats. They represent 

the bulk of food importations. 


Massive importations of food products marked the years 1974-1975, when meat 
and egg consumptions tended to grow: only a few tons of eggs used to be 
imported from abroad. Since 1975, Algeria has been purchasing them in 
Massive quantities: 5,000 tons in 1975, 10,000 in 1976, over 30,000 tons in 
1977-1978. Importations of red meat, which were nil in 1974, amounted to 
98 tons in 1975 and 11,740 tons in 1978. 





In spite of the considerable increase in importations, food consumption ap- 
pears to have decreased slightly in rural areas. "In 8 years," according to 
Mr Autrec who analyzed consumption surveys published in 1968 by AARDES [Al- 
gerian Association for Demographic, Economic and Social Research] and in 
1976 by MARA [Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform], "the diet of ru- 
ral populations did not change much... If it became more diversified, it was 
due to oil and sugar consumption, two products for which prices are control- 
led and which contain empty calories, and not to a desirable increase in the 
consumption of animal products (meat, eggs) and fresh vegetables."* 


In towns, on the contrary, food consumption seems to have improved between 
1968 and 1979, both quantitatively and qualitatively. 


What portion of its budget does Algeria spend on food? 


In 1969, Algerian households spent 45.6 percent of their budget on food. 
Preliminary results of a study of household consumer goods spending (1979- 
1980) show that this percentage increased to 55.7 percent. This is a na- 
tional average which includes all income catagories. This average, although 
it gives an idea of the importance of food expenditures in household con- 
sumption, is still not representative of food consumption patterns or models. 





* FAO-UNDP [UN Development Program]. Nutritional analysis contained in the 
national survey on household consumption and budgets. Algeria. Assess- 
ment of the food situation. 

Other sources: Preliminary results and global analysis resulting from a 
survey of households made from March 1979 to March 1980. MPAT [expansion 
unknown] . 

















What does this increase in food expenditures reflect? A greater interest 
in food consumption? 


A drop in the purchasing power? Both appear likely. A comparison of index 
variations for consumer food price and minimum hourly wage increases reveals 
a deterioration of the purchasing power of the lower income categories: the 
increase of the general consumer price index by far exceeds that of the lower 
wages. 


Who eats what? The results of the survey on consumers’ expenditures shows 
that three categories cf food take up various proportions of the budget. The 
first category covers 60 percent of all food expenditures and includes groups 
of products exceeding 179 per thousand: meat and offal, fresh vegetables, 
cereals and cereal products, with respectively 211, 179 and 184.2 per 
thousand. 


The second covers approximately 22 percent of food expenditures with products 
amounting to between 30 and 71 per thousand: fresh fruits, milk, coffee, 
chicken and other poultry, and oils, with respectively 70.7, 60 and 39.1 

per thousand. 


The third category includes all the products amounting to less than 30 per 
thousand: sugars and sugar products, legumes, spices and seasonings, and 
oils, with respectively 18.7, 18.5, 18.1 and 15.8 per thousand. 


This breakdown is inadequate as far as the actual food consumption patterns 
of each social and professional category, and therefore of each income level 
category, are concerned. 


As far as food consumption is concerned, three qualitatively different models 
of consumption have been observed: the upper, median and lower categories. 


The breakdown of food consumption expenditures into these three categories 
provides a better idea of the trends which characterize the various consump- 
tion models. The statistics available show that the upper category spends 
32.89 percent of its food budget for products of the "meat, poultry and fish" 
group, compared with 24.4 percent for the lower category. For fresh fruits 
and vegetables, these percertages are respectively 26.62 and 24.25. As for 
the "bread, cereals and cereal products" group, these percentages are 14.09 
for the upper category and 20.45 percent for the lower category. 


By value, the amount spent per person for "meat, poultry and fish" doubles 
from one category to the other; 266 Algerian dinars for the lower category, 
793 for the upper category. The same is true of "fruits and vegetables." 
Of course, consumption patterns differ depending on the economic zone. One 
general observation: the food consumption model is no longer dominated by 
rural economy; cereal products are no longer as important as they were in 
1967. 




















146 | 
































_ r 
/ 
/ 
K | 
180 : 4 i. 
Soa \ 7 
J" 
F 
; “a 
20 | 
rad 
TT 177 
| 17 
- ; \ 
10 
¥ 
“4 ) | 
100 
| | 
| | 
| 
. 
<0 he ~ 


























1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 


Comparative indexed variations of demographic growth 
(— — ——) and agricultural production ( ), 1970 
to 1977. 

Base 100: 1968-1970. 

















The upper category includes 7.36 percent of all Algerian households (of which 
there are 2,491,287). The conclusions of the consumption survey (1979-1980) 
show that households whose heads belong to the upper category spend a lesser 
proportion of their income on food than other households. This, we are told, 
is due to the fact that this category is closer to a state of saturation. Its 
consumption pattern cannot be used as a reference in projecting future con- 
sumption. The reverse is true of households whose heads belong to the lower 
category. 


As far as food consumption patterns are concerned, we note that households 
whose heads belong to the upper or median categories spend most of their 
budget on "meat, poultry and fish" and on "fruits and vegetables." 


On the contrary, households whose heads belong to the Jower category spend 
a large part of their food budget on "bread, cereals and cereals products," 
and a small part on "meat, poultry and fish." 


This difference in consumption patterns results from the existing disparity 
in income and purchasing power. Higher incomes have greater access to the 
richest products, even when reduced availability will push their prices up. 


Modest~income households, for their part, must limit their food consumption 
to price-su>ported products which, besides, are available to all. 


9294 
CSO: 4519/39 














BREAKDOWN, SIZE OF UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT REVIEWED 
Algiers AL-SHA'B in Arabic 23 Sep 82 p 2 


[article by S. Bouakaba: "The Start of the 1982-83 University Year: 104,000 
Students in Institutes and Universities"/ 


[Text] The university year is officially starting today. The celebration of its 
commencement is taking place in the city of Annaba, at the Industrial University, 
one of the universities which was established in the seventies. 


The start of the university year has a special character this year, because it 
is taking place as Algeria celebrates the 20th anniversary of national indepen- 
dence. 


The university education sector is one of the major sectors in which obvious do- 
mestic efforts have been made, when one consicers the achievements made in this 
sector in the 20 years since independence. 


In 1962, there was one university in the city of Algiers which had about 2,500 
students, and a single professor of Algerian nationality giving lectures. It 
had not a single student in the national language. 


Female Algerian students could be counted on the fingers on one's hand. 


Although by independence half a century has elapsed since the date of the estab- 
lishment of the University of Algiers, it was not a university in the real sense 
of the word, in terms of the number of students, the fields of specialization 
available, or even the university's contact with the everyday realities of society. 


In 20 years of independence, the university has faced three basic problems: 


1. The expansion of university education and the provision of such education for 
everyone wanting to study, in order to provide personnel for the country. 


2. Linking university education to actual domestic conditions by dealing with 
domestic problems and guiding higher education toward branches the domestic 
economy requires. : 


3. Providing the technical and scientific dimension of higher education in ad- 
dition to its national dimension, especially in the language area. 
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One can say that the start of the seventies witnessed the start of the real re- 
volution in the realm of higher education, especially in the field of building 
universities, arabizing higher education and linking the university to actual 
conditions in the country, in terms of its effect and the influences on it. 


Today, 20 years after independence, about 104,000 students are heading to the 
universities and higher institutes belonging to the /Ministry of/ Higher Education 
and Scientific Research, in order to continue their studies in more than 500 
fields of specialization. 


Algeria now offers six major universities, eight university centers and eight 
higher schools specializing in areas of refined science and education. 


The country offers 23 scientific research centers, and university activity is 
available in about 20 large and small cities. 


In the 2Cth year of independence, more than 27,041 new students enrolled in the 
first year of university studies, entering university for the first time; this 
represents a very large absorptive capacity. 


In the 20th year after independence, the universities admitted 96 percent of the 
people who had passed the high school examinations while just 4 percent of the 
people who passed went to higher organizations belonging to domestic ministries 
and companies. 


Last year about 13,208 students went to the university. When we compare this 
with the preceding figure, it becomes apparent to us that the rate of increase 
in people going to university for the first time came to 195.48 percent in just 
one year. 


This reflects the efforts that have been made in the realm of the training and 
preparation of professors and supervisors. 


In the sixties and seventies, the university faced the issue of establishing 
democracy in higher education by taking over military centers and barracks and 
converting them to institutes and faculties. 


There is special significance to this: the Oran University, the second one 

built in the country, emerged from the rubble of barracks, the Medical Faculty 

in Algiers expanded into barracks areas, and the University of Constantine started 
on the grounds of a secondary school before its present building was constructed. 
The same is the case with respect to numerous university centers and expansions 
which the University of Algiers, and higher education in general, have witnessed. 


However, in the current stage, the eighties, construction is the way in which the 
problems of higher education are being remedied. In the period of the sixties, 
the university remedied the problem of shortages in personnel through foreign 
cooperation, but today the university is dealing with this problem through train- 
ing in two areas, the local context and foreign scholarships. 


About 7,000 students registered this year in various branches of higher studies 
to prepare for masters' and doctors' degrees. 
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The rate of increase in the number of students this year comes to more than 26 
percent of the total people studying in higher education. This means providing 
two complete universities with a capacity of about 10,000 students, with staffs, 
laboratories and auditoriums. It is not easy to build two universities a year. 
The occupation did not build one quarter these facilities in 132 years. 


While this achievement reflects the government's efforts to provide higher edu- 
cation for everyone who wants it, it also reflects the level construction tech- 
niques have reached. 


Perhaps the fnost/ distinctive characteristic to have emerged in recent years is 
the fact that the provision of a university education no longer depends on the 
central authorities but that local authorities throughout the provinces have 
started to compete in constructing university centers with the goal of bringing 
the university closer to their citizens. 


In this regard, municipal contracting firms have constructed whole universities, 
such as the Universities of Tizi Ouzou, Batna and others. 





This university year the university has provided about 1,800 professors and staff 
members for new entrants and complete university dormitories with about 2,400 beds. 


Coordination among the Ministry of Housing, the Ministry of Higher Education and 
the local authorities in the context of university centers and the provinces 

in which the universities are located has made it possible to provide about 7,000 
new desks this academic year, in addition to about 9,000 other desks which will 
be made available in old auditoriums. Some higher educational locations will be 
transferred, as will some ready-made buildings. Nonetheless, doubts will remain 
about half the requisite number until the university year begins. 


However, as a result of the concentrated registration that has taken place so 
far, the current academic year may witness perceptible shortcomings in accomoda-~ 
tions for all students. 


One should note that 96 percent of the people who passed the high school exami- 
nations registered in various university institutions, meaning that a very small 
percentage of students has gone into the field of labor and everyday business. 


That inspires us to draw another conclusion, which is that people who go to higher 
training institutes in the industrial sector still are very limited in number, 

in the range of 4 percent or less. This raises the issue to what degree education 
is linked to the economic sector in general or the industrial sector in particular. 


It is stated that the measures that have been taken with respect to limiting do- 
mestic companies' ability to send students abroad for training purposes have 
caused a drop in the number of people with high school diplomas going into do- 
mestic companies. 


However, the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research is now trying, 
during the current university year, to reduce the pressure that is being exerted 
on institutes of higher education by taking a number of measures, among them: 
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i. Trying to make intelligent use of all the facilities available in universities, 
institutes and university centers with the objective of providing a minimum of 
reasonable conditions for accepting new entrants. 


2. Hastening to complete the priority program, especially in regard to readymade 
buildings which are related to the building of universities and other expansions, 
in order to reduce the pressure on major universities. 


3. Attempting to apply decentralization in numerous fields of specialization with 
the goal of reducing pressure on parent universities. 


We might note that the third element still faces the problem of the existence 
of competent personnel. 


he number of professors in the various Algerian universities comes to about 
7,208, 3,243 of whom are foreigners. The proportion of Algerians therefore 
according to these statistics comes to about 71 percent sic/. However, most of 
the Algerian professors are of second rank (lecturers and assistants). 


Last May, the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, embarked on 
a campaign to bring in professors from abroad. As a result of this campaign, 
443 professors came in, of whom 128 were from Arab countries and about 173 were 
students who had completed their higher studies abroad and returned to the home~ 
land to pursue the profession of university teaching. 


In recent years a number of measures have been adopted to benefit profe:.sors 
engaged in higher education. These concern the improvement of wages and the 
resolution of other social problems. One result of these measures has been 
that numerous professional people have agreed to enter into university teaching 
as a profession. 


Most Algerian professors are at the assistant professor level (about 61 percent) 
while the ratio of full professors, in the case of Algerians, does not exceed 
more than 3.4 percent. The university still has to exert special efforts in the 
field of training lecturing professors. 


By closely examining the figures on students registered in institutes and univer- 
sities, it is clear that about 61 percent of these have registered in scientific 
branches, as compared with 65 percent last university year. 


We note that the scientific-technical trend in higher education has resumed its 
normal course. 


It has been said that the branch of joint biology studies alone accounts for 
about 36 percent of the total students registered in scientific branches. This 
means that everyone wants to become a doctor. Only 1 percent /of the students/ 
are in the branch of geology, for example, while the technology branch has just 
9 percent. 


From these percentages it is clear that the institutions of higher learning still 


have to do much to direct students into branches which national development ur- 
gently require. 
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Among the measures that have been taken this university year is the incorporation 
into the university system of some higher institutes such as the Algerian Petro 
leum Institute in Boumerdasse, which contains about 3,000 students, on the basis 
of a decree the government adopted in this regard, in addition to the opening of 
new branches of Islamic studies and cultural heritage in the University of Algiers, 
the capital * 


Some measures in particular are related to foreign scholarships in joint fields 
for engineers. 


A review of programs related to many literary and scientific branches. 


The application of a new form of decentralization which involves 15 new branches 
in the university centers. With respect to the literaiwre branches, one should 
note that the law branch has the greatest proportion of students registered in 
the humane science branches (about 14 percent), while only 4 percent are in 
economics and 4 percent in foreign languages. 


This situation creates an imbalance in the distribution of students throughout 
the country. 


As far as the national language goes, this year the entire third year of the 
humane sciences is being arabized and efforts will continue with respect to the 
arabization of professors, through special courses inside and outside the country. 


There are other measures related to improvement of the pedagogical level, through 
the organization of probation periods for professors and the development of peda-~ 
gogical research methods in fields in some branches, with the goal of improving 
the level of professors, especially those entering the field of instruction for 
the first time. 


These are some of the features of the new university year. These features are 
distinguished by large numbers and limited absorptive capabilities, in spite of 
the great efforts that have been exerted, and still are being exerted. 
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EGYPT 


AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH UNITED STATES 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 3027, 15 Oct 82 pp 26-29, 66-69 


/Interview with Ashraf Ghurbal, Egyptian Ambassador to the United States: 
"Dr Ashraf Ghurbal, in an interview with AL-MUSAWWAR: Egyptian-American Rela- 
tions, from rupture to a state of flourish" , date and place not specified] 


/Text/ Although Dr Ashraf Ghurbal, Egypt's ambassador to the United States of 
America, came to Egypt on a month's leave, he spent it in constant consultations 
that took most of his vacation time. This reflects the temperature and degree of 
interest in Egyptian-American relations. 


In turn, we took 5 hours of his time, which was heavily burdened down with work 
and appointments. We talked with him during that time about Egyptian-American re- 
lations, but the conversation did not stop at those limits; we went beyond them 
to numerous other subjects. 


Before he became Egypt's ambassador to Washington, Dr Ashraf Ghurbal had firm links 
with journalistic life, when he was the press spokesman of the Office of the Pres- 
ident. .In that period he was a good channel between President al-Sadat and the 
journalists. 


Dr Ashraf Ghurbal was given the responsibility of looking after Egypt's interests 
in Washington when relations between the two countries were severed. He started 
when relations were freezing, remained Egypt's ambassador in America during the 
terms of Presidents Ford, Carter and Reagan, as relations between Egypt and America 
became something special, and had special close relations with America's secretar- 
ies of state, from Kissinger through Vance, Haig and Schultz. 


In his daily work, the man combines two types of diplomacy, the official and popu- 
lar types. We invited him to discourse about Egyptian-American relations and he 
related his story, from the freeze to the current state of rich interaction. The 
man said that the main credit for the richness of these relations goes to the 

6 October war, because facts, when they speak, take precedence over all other at- 
tempts to talk. He stressed that the deterioration in relations with Egypt in the 
wake of the 1967 war could be attributed to misunderstandings each party had with 
respect to the other, on one hand, and the intrigues of the Zionists and Israel 

on the other. 
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When the two countries realized that the breach was resulting in detriment to both 
sides jointly, it was necessary to come together, and these relations have developed 
up to the present. He paused before important chapters--al-Sadat, al-Sadat's de- 
cision for war, the boldness of the peace decision, Nixon, the desire to restore 
relations with Egypt even in the period of ‘'Abd-al-Nasir's regime, Henry Kissinger 
and a conception of the October war, the war that meant the Arabs were no longer 
compelled to sign whatever Israel wanted. It was the war that prompted Kissinger 
to tell Golda Meir, on 14 October, "You have lost the war and you must now listen." 
Then there were al-Sadat's visits to America, on eight occasions, and Mubarak's 
visits, on eight occasions, seven of them as vice president. When he became the 
president of Egypt, the American administration said of him "We know this man's 
policies," — 


We asked him about the Reagan initiative, what America ought to do now, what the 
Palestinian resistance ought to do now, the future horizons of Egyptian-American 
relations, and why Americans had some touchy feelings about Egypt's good relations 
with certain other parties. 


He said that Israel is banned by Egyptian-American relations and the healthy growth 
in these relations and is afraid that an American-Arab friendship will evolve. He 
said that Menachem Begin has been losing all down the line since Cemp David and 
that Israel is losing a great deal as a consequence of Begin's policies. He 
stressed that the tumult with which Begin and Sharon were received in the American 
Congress had not been witnessed before in the history of the United States. 


In his conversation, Dr Ashraf Ghurbal lifted the veii from the Egyptian-Arab con- 
tacts made in Washington. Regarding economic aid, he asserted that America has 
its own bureaucracy, which is more complicated than that in Egypt, and that Pres- 
ident al-Sadat and President Mubarak asked America to treat Egypt on a par with 
Israel in terms of aid. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: With Dr Ashraf Ghurbal, there is no way to avoid starting with 
Egyptian-American relations and how they began at the freezing point, then reached 
the status of a distinctive relationship. We have some observations about these 
relations. First is their relationship to national decisionmaking and independence. 
Second is the scope one can expect from them. Third are the features of these re- 
lations after President Mubarak's assumption of power. These relations raise many 
other issues--the Middle East crisis, the Arab presence and the Zionist presence 

in the United States of America, the question whether we have managed to move 
American society toward a better understanding of our causes, the question whether 
we have been able to effect what we could call the Zionist pressure groups, and 
why we have failed to create corresponding pressure groups. We then hope to review 
President Reagan's initiative, his conception of the motives for it, and how it 
might take practical form. 


Let us start with a proper beginning, the course of Egyptian-American relations; 


let us let Ambassador Ashraf Ghurbal say all he has to say, then let us start 
the discussion. 
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The ambassador: I feel as though I belong to the Journalists’ Union, even though 
I have not been a member of it. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Aren't you a member of the Commerce Union? 


The ambassador: That is because I graduated from the Faculty of Commerce, and we 
have no union in the diplomatic corps. However, I feel a strong bond with the 
press. Throughout my life, I have had friendships with a large number of Egyptian 
journalists with whom I have grown up and worked. We have exchanged views and 
ideas. The objective has constantly been to define a proper vision to serve Egypt, 
the benefit I have derived has been immense, and I was proud of the opportunity 
al-Sadat gave me to work with the Egyptian press closely and at a historic tine, 
not because that was during the period of the October 1973 war but because there 
was a relationship between the leaders and the press. 


A Struggle of Ideas Is Better 
AL-MUSAWWAR: What is the main lesson to be learned from the crisis of the press? 


The ambassador: That there are no intellectual molds. We need a struggle of ideas, 
so that the best ideas will emerge, because ultimately this is all in the service 
of Egypt. Today we are experiencing political freedom, and I am proud and have 
good feelings about my country's policies, When someone abroad raises the point 
that Israel is the only democratic country in the region, we say that in Egypt we 
have opposition views, opposition parties and guarantees for differing opinions. 


America Asks, What Is Egypt's View? 


The ambassador: Anyone following up on Egyptian-American relations will be dazzled 
by the status they have acquired, considering that they were once frozen. The first 
thing Americans say now when they talk about the Middle East, is, what is Egypt's 
opinion, appraisal, analysis and advice? They feel that we are talking from the 
standpoint of Egypt's weight as a country which has its presence in the region, not 
in terms of population and resources--money comes and goes, but the basic structure 
endures and is solid. Everyone acknowledges Egypt's weight in the region. The 
Arabs say that they are worth nothing without Egypt. The whole world says "We need 
Egypt's opinion and advice." : 


Relations from Deterioration to Rich Interact:ion 


AL-MUSAWWAR: This is as far as the rich state of the relations goes. However, 
what about their deterioration? 


The ambassador: The deterioration in relations may be ascribed to a number of 
causes, some due to our misunderstanding of America, some due to the intrigues of 
Israel and Zionism over the rift between us, and some arising from America's mis- 
understanding of Egypt's goals. However, the two parties together realized that 
the differences were harming both sides and that both parties were losing the ad- 
vantages of maintaining stability, prosperity and security in the area, and that 
consequently it was necessary to create a rapprochement. The severance of 

















relations which came with the 1967 war did not lead anywhere. Therefore the notion 
arose of looking after the interests the two parties shared; this in reality arose 
from the two countries’ views, more than it was the views of individuals. While I, 
and the person supervising attention to America's interests in Egypt, wanted to be 
engaged in policies, our two governments did not. However, the two governments 
woke up and said, "We now need to have an effective dialogue, so that we can try to 
understand the mistakes of the past." 


AL-MUSAWWAR: What did you do during the period when relations were severed? 


The ambassador: I was careful to knock on doors where we had not knocked much be- 
fore. People were amazed that I went to the Tentagon, which was giving Israel all 
forms of weapons and equipment.: I did not go there because I expected to acquire 
military equipment from them but rather to explain to a major element in the United 
States what it ought to understand about Egypt, because it was a component of 
American policy in the National Security Council of American society, with its com- 
ponent parts--public opinion, Congress, the administration and the press. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: What was the basic motive force behind the restoration of Egyptian- 
American relations? 


The ambassador: It was the October 1973 war, since it is reality which speaks, 
not people's voices. It is the war that spoke for Egypt. Before October 1973 I 
talked to Kissinger, and his response was that the reality was Israel's presence 
in the /occupied/ territories, and the Arabs who were unable to do anything and 
could only sign what they had to sign. Before the October war I tried to get 
everyone to understand, but what made everyone understand was the October war, 
which the people of the Egyptian army fought, liberating Egypt's territory and 
raising the banner of Egypt and the Arabs. America realized, before Israel, that 
no matter how long it might take, Egypt would be able to wage a war of liberation 
and get its territory back. When Kissinger awoke from a deep sleep the day of the 
war, he told Golda Meir, on 14 October, “You have lost the war and now you met 
listen." When Kissinger started to understand Egypt, the relationship started to 
enter the turning point which resulted in the restoration of Egyptian-American 
relations. 





President al-Sadat exerted enormous efforts and gave Egypt, which had embarked on 
the war, a brilliant image. Al-Sadat had the courage to go to war just as he had 
the courage to go for peace. Just as they respected him for the decision on war, 

so did they love and respect him for the decision on peace, and said, "This is not 
the decision of a single man, because Egypt went to war and entered into peace 

with the resources it possesses."' The Americans realized that they were dealing 
not with a man but with 44 million people. This is democracy--a people goes to 

war and peace with a single intent. America thought of proceeding to establish 
firm relations with Egypt, on grounds that it was basis and foundation of the Arabs. 


Relations between Egypt and America, from al-Sadat to Mubarak 





AL-MUSAWWAR: However, what about these relations in the era of President Mubarak? 
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The ambassador: President Husni Mubarak is well known in America. Al-Sadat visited 
America eight times; Mubarak visited America seven times as a vice president and 
once as a president. When he came to power he was not a personality that America 
did not know--rather, he was one America did know. He had numerous meetings with 
Congress and the press, and when he came to power they said "This is a man with 
whom we are familiar and or whose policies we are informed, because he contributed 
to al-Sadat's policies in the war he waged, as a commander of the air force, and 

the war of peace he waged with al-Sadat when we reached him" 


Why This American Uproar? 


AL-MUSAWWAR: The major American newspapers have made a great "uproar" over small 
points. They made an uproar over 44 Soviet advisors and the Mirage offer, and tried 
to contribute in some way to news that President Mubarak was going to pursue a new 
policy, or to show that they had worries about this new policy. Who was behind 

this picture, which people have tried to drumatize in some American papers? 


The ambassador: The fear is that Egypt is pursuing a new policy after many years 
of massive Egyptian-Soviet relations, which caused America to be deprived of rela- 
tions with Egypt, finding after that that things had returned to their normal 
course, They had a feeling of fear that "these straws in the air are the beginning 
of a wind." Is there a change? Is a policy starting to be formed which will turn 
Egypt away from strong relations with the United States? Since the Soviets have 
left Egypt, what is the reason for their return? 


The Americans wanted to be reassured and their questioning was the result. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: In face of the American questioning, don't you find that we have 
questionings of our own? 


The ambassador: We ask the Americans, "Where has Reagan gone?" When Reagan states 
that the settlements are not illegal, that means he is using a double negative. 
Israel used this approach in building settlements. Also, when Reagan says "Today 

I suspended the shipment of F-16 airplanes to Israel" and later gives it the air- 
planes, the prohibition "Does not slake one's thirst.'' People who hold back have 
the right to give. What concern us are not the surface appearances but the pith 
and the essence, For this reason, when President Mubarak took a trip, he told then, 
with the truthfulness and frankness that he is known for, "The factories must oper- 
ate. It is necessary to bring in a group of experts to complete their job. Does 
the fact that I get weapons from you prevent me from getting them from an ally, for 
example? France is your ally and is in agreement with you about many things, even 
if you have differences over some other things. I am one of those persons who be- 
lieve that the vessels that freely move about within the Western comminity become 
intermixed." 


The important thing is that we be frank with one another. In the Beirut crises, 
we were frank with them. When Reagan's initiative took place, we found that it 
had major positive elements and that it was a suitable basis for building the 
future, although there were things we differed over. 
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The Reagan Initiative--Negative and Positive Points 
AL-MUSAWWAR: What is the Egyptian view of the Reagan initiative? 


The ambassador: When we talk about positive and negative features, when we talk 
about the negative aspects of the initiative, we sav, let us let the Palestirian 
people be free to choose their destiny, or to take part in choosing their destiny 
and then, after that, we say that their destiny must be a federal union--if you 
want to leave them the freedom you should not take it away. I_do not feel_that 

the frank expression of views between two friendly countries /verb missing/--the 
Egyptian-American friendship is now deeply rooted, because ours is a strategic 
vision and we are not at a stage today where we wonder whether we are making an 
error in deference to the Soviets or an error in deference to the Americans; this 
issue has been decided and is finished, and our course is clear; there are firm re- 
lations with the United States, on grounds that it understands that it is necessary 
to complete the peace process, that the Palestinian people must receive their 
rights, and that the Arabs must get their territory. It is essential that the 
Americans support this right and that they be against Israeli expansion. 


The Strategic View in these Relations 


AL-MUSAWWAR: In view of the existence of distinctive relations between Egypt and 
America, would it hurt them if we had normal relations with all countries, includ- 
ing the Soviets? Would it hurt them if we made an effort to strengthen nonalign- 
ment? Hasn't the American view yet become clear enough to realize that relations 
with others are not at its expense? Finally, what is the nature of the strategic 
view that Egypt and America share? 


The ambassador: The relationship with America, which is one of strategic friend- 
ship, does not preclude relations with the Soviet Union or others, In addition, 

we do not agree that there should be bases on our territory which are working 
against the interests of a group of countries, even the Soviet Union. Egypt is in 
charge of decisions at all times, and everyone knows that--Americans, Soviets, 
Israel, everyone. I can say that as a result of experience in life and long work 
in diplomacy that I do not believe in the policy of breaking off relations, because 
you need relations and extensive dialogue in a stage of crises. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Why the American sensitivity then? 


The ambassador: As regards relations with the Soviet Union, we are free to do what 
we want. The ambassador of the Soviet Union in America asked me, "Why have matters 
between us reached the point they have?" I told him, "I believed you were going 

to explain to me why you were doing what you were doing in Libya making these bases, 
and in Ethiopia as well, surrounding us from the west, the southeast and from Aden-- 
why? Since you know that Egypt makes it own decisions and that Egypt went to war, 
even with the limited arms it had, why are you doing this?" 


Our relations with the nonaligned countries are strong, and President Mubarak has 
stated this in his visits to Yugoslavia and Rumania and will do so in his coming 
visits to other nonaligned countries. I tell them, you mst explain our viewpoint 
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co the nonaligned countries. Where the United States errs, we should tell then, 

as with Israel--where it errs and where it does not err. The Soviets must choose 
she time to take the next step, and we must not give signals that are not intended, 
?olitical wisdom is /taking/ the right step at the right time. 


?>resence and Absence on the American Stage 


AL-MUSAWWAR: What would be the effect of the presence or absence of Egyptians or 
Arabs on the American stage in expressing views to the American community, especi- 
ally since a recommendation was raised at the Fez summit conference that Arab rela 
clons with the United States be broken off--a recommendation which was greeted with 
re jection? 

al 

[he ambassador: The most accursed thing is to be absent. How can you fight your 
oattle, and it is the battle in people's minds that sets forth policy, if you are 
absent? Our struggle with Israel at the negotiating table was no less important 

or serious than the struggle of war, because we were trying to make Israel under- 
stand that all the ideas that dominated its mind were wrong. In my speeches and 
meetings with American society, it is necessary to have a meeting between the Arabs 
and America, so that each party will understand the true nature of the problem. The 
Americans had conceptions as a result of the massive Zionist and Israeli presence; 
there are 6 million Jews in America, though not all of them are Zionists, but much 
of the massive motive force was Zionist, supporting Israel, and much of it was de- 
liberate. The "Zionist lobby" in various areas of America works not just in Jon- 
gress, When an American is a candidate to be a member of a state /sic/, the men- 
bers of the lobby work to take him over. They give him a ticket and take him to 
Israel. This has been going on for a long time. However, that has all changed 
today. When I went to America again as ambassador, I told President al-Sadat, 

"A number of congressmen and senators will come to you out of their desire to learn 
what Egypt is." In fact, the late president received every member of Congress and 
the Senate. 





The American Position and the Shift in Views 


AL-MUSAWWAR: In the past, Israel held the American stage. Has a reasonable change 
occurred in the American political scene? 


The ambassador: Our presence on the stage and the trips by President al-Sadat, 

and now President Mubarak, which were yearly, must continue; if the situation re- 
quires that they be more frequent, let them be more frequent. The same with visits 
by American officials to Egypt; they must continue. 


Some of our brothers say, "You are going to extremes about America in the press." 
However, I am Egypt's ambassador to Washington; should I be against it? Speak 
frankly. There is nothing to prevent one from expressing an opinion. When we are 
pleased by actions, let us salute them. When we consider that they are unsound, 

let us criticize and rebuke them, on condition that the criticism be objective, if 
they themselves have different views on an iesue, After al-Sadat's funeral, Pres- 
idents Ford, Nixon and Carter called for a dialogue with the Liberation Organization, 
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They said that Israel must withdraw, and today a change has occurred in Reagan's 
policy. When I met Reagan in June 1980 some people in Egypt criticized me, and 
said "What is Egypt's ambassador doing with Reagan?" 


The ambassador: We must not be absent from the stage, in the sense that we mst be 
in contact with the various parties. Jews, Zionists und Israelis met Reagan during 
the election campaign, so why shouldn't Arabs meet him, whether or not they are 
emissaries? In fact Saudi Arabia has a most active young man, Prince Bindar ibn 
"Abd-al-'Aziz, whom I know closely as a friend. He is a pilot but his mind is 
political and innovative. He told me “Shall we leave Reagan without Letting him 
hear the Arab point of view? I will go see him and you go see him too." 


My report to the late President al-Sadat was, "I met a man whose knowledge of the 
Middle East comes from the papers, and he has listened to one point of view, be- 
cause of his 1elations with the Jews, since he was previously connected with the 
movies and his connections were with the movie group, most of whom are Jews." 


Thus my advice to President al-Sadat was, "Reagan requires a gradual explanation 
and a receptivity will be created in him that will bring him to accept the cause. 
So there is nothing to fear." 


The Believer President and the Computer President 


AL-MUSAWWAR: What is the difference between Reagan and Carter from the personal 
standpoint? 


The ambassador: Carter is a different type of person. He is an engineer, his mind 
is orderly, his brain is a computer. Give him all the facts and details and he 
will take them and organize them in his mind then give them to you, and perhaps 
give them to you in a more organized, orderly manner than you gave them to him. 
When Reagan came to power, his concern and emphasis were on two points: 


The domestic economic situation and confrontation with the Soviets. [In this re- 
spect he reflects domestic American public opinion. What ie that? There is a 
growing economic crisis, unemployment is growing, inflation is rising, people are 
making noise and, at the same time, the Soviet Union has benefitted from the post- 
Vietnam reaction and America's withdrawal and introversion. The Séviets went into 
Afghanistan, infiltrated into Libya, went to Ethiopia, spread out and confronted 
the western world in a number of places. Pressure is on the United States and its 
allies. There is the power of Congress, whic’: has increased at the administration's 
expense, as a result of Vietnam; there are the law which prohibits the president 
from going to war unless he refers to Congress and the president's inability to 
sell more than $25 million in arms without a review by Congress. When Haig came 
in, the choice of secretary of state lay between Haig and Schultz. The expecta- 
tion was that Schultz would be secretary of state, but Haig came in for a number 
of reasons. I, as an analyst, can say that since Haig was the commander of the 
Atlautic alliance, his appointment was a signal to the Soviet Union. In addition 
Europe rallied around him. When Haig came in, his concern was a strategic recon- 
ciliation to prevent Communism from coming into the area, Therefore America had 
to intervene through firm military ties to the countries in the region. 
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I told him, "Beware of succumbing to two errors. The first is to suppose that the 
region is not a friend of America's, because it is. We had the Soviets, and we 
threw them out without your asking us to do so and without our asking a price, be- 
cause it was our decision, one based on our interests. 


"The countries of the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula have no desire for strong re- 
lations with the Soviets. Why do you have doubts about something that exists? 
While you are calling for something and actually are missing it, it is right before 
you, 


"The second thing is that you cannot request persons who own a home to hasten to 
put out a fire in their neighbors home, when their own home is in flames. 


"You must tell me, "I will help you put out the fire in the Middle East region, the 
essence of which is Palestine, so that you can ask us to stand alongside you in 
face of the Soviets' attempt to penetrate the area. This at least will create a 
balance among everyone." 


At some stage in his career as secretary of state, Haig was governed by the same 
mentality which governed Henry Kissinger before the October 1973 war. Israel had 
military force at its disposal which could at least protect the area from the 
Soviets until the Arab people in the area could carry out their own military devel- 
opment. 


Haig relied on a policy of upbraiding Israel if it did anything, suspending the 
F-16, suspending the strategic agreement. I told Haig, "That sort of thing is in- 
sufficient, because the punishment comes as a result of an action. After the ac- 
tion comes the punishment. The way it must be is to have a policy that makes 
Israel stop at its borders and not commit violations. I imagine that in the stage 
which has ended, Reagan was preoccupied with comestic affairs, the broad outlines 
of confronting the Soviets, and building up American military force to confront the 
Soviets so that negotiations between them and the Soviets would be on solid ground. 


Israel and Violations against the Whole Region 
AL-MUSAWWAR: Israel has not stopped. Rather, it has created new conditions. 


The ambassador: Israel's thoughtless conduct has awakened the United States and 
made it see that it has a responsibility to keep a vacuum from emerging and to fill 
the vacuum with the Reagan initiative, which was built fundamentally on acceptance 
of much of what the Arab world is asking for. What we are asking, specifically, 
is for America to come now and say, for instance, that the inhabitants of East 
Jerusalem must participate in the elections; that is a response to our demand. In 
every meeting I have had with Haig and President Reagan, I repeated the policy 
which President Mubarak set forth; he told Reagan, when he met him, "What you have 
said about the policy on settlements is wrong. Don't let the Israelis imagine 
that they have a right to build the settlements. Don't give them any excuses." 
When Haig says that he has read Camp David and found that nothing in it prevents 
Israel from building settlements, he is not stating the truth, because he himself 
told me that he was not comfortable with Reagan's statement that the settlements 
were not unnatural. 
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What we know today is that the administration has become aware of the mistake it 
made, which Israel exploited by building settlements. Reagan did not want to en- 
barrass Begin, in response to Haig's advice to him, one reason being that he had 
many demands to make of Israel and it was necessary to avoid confrontation with it 
so that it would accept the demands he did make. My statement to the new adminis- 
tration was: do not succumb to the same mistake. Jiowever, Haig believed in the 
policy of "do not be firm with Begin because there are demands."’ The result was 
the raid on the Baghdad reactor, the raid on Lebanon and the annexation of Golan. 
Policy is not something that must be punished. When an American secretary of state 
comes to us and says, "I am punishing Israel by holding back weapons," I say, "that 
is not enough in my mind." If he asks me my advice on what he should do, I say 
that I have no opinion. I am not demanding the punishment of Israel--I am demand- 
ing the solution of the problem. America, with its power and capability, as Pres- 
ident Mubarak said, does not hold 99 percent of the cards--it has 100 percent of 
the numbers. It has the power to tell Israel "Stop!" We knew that the day Haig 
resigned. Israel had reached the peak of its criminal aggression. When Reagan 
told it to stop, it stopped. The message reached Haig by order from Reagan. Two 
hours before the resignation, he asked Haig to talk to Begin to stop the fighting 
right then. I am not saying that the United States has the keys in its hand at 
every stage and at all times; it has the ability to tell Israel "You have gone be- 
yond the accepted limits," or, "that line you cannot cross," and Israel must comply. 
I believe that this arises now not just from the administration's view because, in 
the events of Lebanon, specifically, if we go back we will find that Congress and 
American public opinion, as represented by the press end television, were estreme- 
ly indignant with Israel. Consequently, Israel lost support--it had none in the 
administration, Congress, public opinion or the press, and it had to comply. Today 
it is trying, as far as it can, to change this image. I expect that Israel will 
try to harm Egypt's image during this period. This is normal, since the party that 
sins always tries to drag others in with it. It will try to damage the Egyptian 
image one way or another. However, the Egyptian image is good, and America, its 
people and the Congress, respect Egypt, respect its men and its leaders, and know 
that Egypt will not interfere in ways that will complicate matters for the United 
States the way Israel does. 





Alongside Whom Does America Stand? 


AL-MUSAWWAR: On some occasions we feel such changes, but when the situation 
reaches the point where one makes a decision, we find that it is on Israel's side. 
What are the keys that might allow us to hope for a strong American position, 
especially since we heard from Shultz, and from the American president himself, 
that he will not use the weapon of pressure on Israel and that he will not use the 
weapon of punishment? How can we hope for an American position that will be more 
active and vigorous? 


The ambassador: In the previous stage, we talked about the relationship of 
strategic friendship between Egypt and the United States, which is the thing 
Israel least wants. This friendship is Israel's basic enemy and Israel's problem. 
It can be expanded to become an Arab-American friendship, which Israel considers 
would be at its expense. Why? Because Begin's policy is expansionist; thus, if 
this Arab-American friendship becomes deeply ingrained, it will inhibit Begin's 
expansionist plans. Here I am talking about Israel's attempts to spoil the 
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relationship between Egypt and America. However, we are aware of it, and I believe 
that the Americans’ awareness of it is increasing with time. We show them that the 
relations of friendship between Egypt and America and between the Arabs and America 
will not be at the expense of a secure, stable, peaceful Israel within the 1967 
borders, living in security and peace alongside the Palestinian people on the uni- 
fied West Bank and Gaza Strip or related by confederation to Jordan. The Americans 
accept this and the Jews of America, and many Jews in Israel, accept it also. Begin 
and Sharon, however, do not. 


Thus part of Begin and Sharon's policy now is to strike out in order to spoil Arab- 
American relations, because we, as Arabs, make America responsible for everything 
that Israel does. Whenever Israel strikes somewhere, we say “America is respons- 
ible." Yes, I went to George Bush, the American vice president, the day after the 
invasion of Lebanon and told him, "Mr Vice President, where is America? We got to 
know America in 1956 when it ordered three countries to evacuate the territories, 
and they did. We got to know America in 1973 when events brought us from war to 
peace and there were relations between us. However, Israel--where is America? We 
do not mean enmity toward Israel. However, it wants to commit violations against 
the area and strike out at our brothers, and you say that you do not know how to 
make it stop at its borders." 


I can say that Reagan, at a particular stage, told Israel "Stop," because if it 
did not, it would have thrown all his premises and calculations in the Middle East 
into disarray. Consequently it is Israel that sets out the strategic priorities 

in the region, Israel which is the great power, not the United States. This is 
what I tell them. We cannot accept that. We should make peace and establish rela- 
tions with Israel, yes, but we cannot agree that Israel should have hegemony in 
the region. 


The Jewish Influence in Congress 


AL-MUSAWWAR: We would like to ask about the scope of Jewish influence in Congress. 
Has it been increasing since Carter, has it declined, or is it still at its normal 
size? 


The ambassador: The Jewish presence exists. We should ask about the Zionist pres- 
ence, whether that is growing or not. The Zionist presence is declining. How so? 
Because the Zionists in America have started to become anxious about Israel's pol- 
icies, because they had wanted the region to live in peace. Why? Because the 
ugly Israeli image has started to be reflected on them and new feelings have 
started to grow among many people, who are wondering "This isn't the image you 
spoke to us about, of the country which gathers the Jews together and lives in 
peace; this is not the picture Israel is painting now." Thus they are now in the 
position of defending themselves. Therefore you find the Israeli lobby accepting 
the Reagan initiative while Begin has rejected it. Therefore you feeé that what 
we have heard, that the Jews of America prefer the Labor Party to the Likud, is 
correct, because they are closer in thinking to the Labor Party. They do not wel- 
come the expansion process. They state, as Shultz said recently in the General 
Assembly, that there must be an exchange of territory for peace. This has always 
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been the Israeli viewpoint, and the whole notion has been focussed on this concep- 
tion. When we called for an end to the state of war, they spoke of peace and of 
building on negotiations. 


What is the real nature of the American goal? America wants negotiation between 
the parties themselves. The people who made war shouid negotiate to establish the 
peace, That has aiways been its concern. America wants what has happened between 
Egypt and Israel to take place between all the Arabs and Israel and it wants to be 
a party ta the sessions, a partner that is neutral at the beginning, unless it 
finds that Israel is trying to use its occupation of territory as a means for ex- 
tracting concessions. 


Thus, the decision was made to have Egypt regain Sinai completely and to stop the 
settlements in the West Bank and Gaza during the negotiation period. It was Begin 
who went back on his word at Camp David; he held that if we did not like it, that 
didn't matter, because he was occupying the territory. Here Begin was using the 
technique of the fait accompli. However, Begin was losing by it in the long run. 

We wonder: has Begin gained ground internationally? The answer is in the negative. 
All that Begin has acquired is a fait accompli from the Knesset or through the oc- 
cupation of territory--from the Knesset, a decree to annex Golan and occupy Lebanese 
territory by force. Since Camp David, Begin has actually been losing. He has been 
losing ground internationally, as have Israel and Zionism. Begin, through his be- 
havior, has been making Israel pay a big price and has also been making Judaism 

pay in the long run. No one would imagine that the head of a state or the prime 
minister or a minister of Israel would face a tempest such as the one Begin and 
Sharon faced in Congress. 


When Chairman Zablocki, acting chairman of the Middle East Committee, said "The 
voters tell me ‘We will try you in the coming elections over your support for 
Israel, which has been doing all this,' how can I answer them, as a result of what 
you are doing?" conditions are changing, and this change has come about as a re- 
sult of our presence on the stage, as a result of their followup of our actual pol- 
icy, and as a result of their followup of the roots of Israeli policy. They look 
at what the consequences for American interests will be in the long, medium and 
short range. 


Israel's Influence on the Congressional Elections 


AL-MASAWWAR: What is the degree of Jewish influence in the midterm re-elections 
taking place now? Some people suppose that the midterm re-elections will witness 
a plan to assert Zionist dominance of Congress. We acknowledge Reagan's courage 
in venturing on his initiative at this critical time specifically, the time of 
these elections. What do you anticipate from this midterm re-election? 


The Ambassador: Since Shultz came to power, we have heard that a thorough study 
on the Middle East is being prepared in the State Department and the National 
Security Council, that it is a re-evaluation. The important thing is, what has 
happened? How can America stop this trend? To tlie contrary, the time has come 
to resolve the problem because, as I have explained, America has been preoccupied 
with other things the past 2 years and Israel has exploited this situation. 
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When they informed me that Reagan was now prepared to produce an initiative, my 
question was, Is he sincere and will he follow through with it, or is it tentative 
and tactical, because he produced it at this time, on the eve of the November elec- 
tions, knowing that if he continues he will be getting into a confrontation with 
.srael, and is he prepared? The answer was, we asked him this question at our meet- 
ing with him in Camp David, where he brought his advisors together, and they told 
1im that the question concerned this confrontation, and whether he was prepared. 

de replied, "You know that I got into a confrontation with Israel over the AWACS 
deal and won it. I got into a confrontation with opposition forces over many is- 
sues, the budget, and taxes. As long as I and the administration believe that this 
is the policy that American interests call for, I will get into it." And indeed 
reagan did opt into the confrontation. 


There is no doubt that Reagan, who is a politician, who has his political aides who 
ire following up on the domestic situation, considers that Congress, as well as 
sublic opinion and the press, are giving support. All the agencies of the press 
supported the Reagan initiative. Zionism supported the initiative. Therefore he 
is safe from all Israel's manipulative pressure on him in the coming elections. 


The Jews Brought Carter down But Did Not Make Reagan Win 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Is Reagan helped by the fact that when he came in as president of the 
United States the contribution of the Jewish vote was not proportionately as great 
as the massive victory he won? The Jewish vote was effective in bringing Carter 
down but the Jews cannot claim that they were behind Reagan's victory. 


The ambassador: There is no doubt about that. 
Reagan and a Second Term 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Is what is being said about his determination not to run for a 
second tecm helping him? What are the facts of the story on this subject? 


The ambassador: I have not seen any United States president content himself with 

a single term. The position has its attractions--the president of a great country, 
the White House, his words echoing all over the world. Even if he is over 70, 
Reagan is active, youthful and outgoing. What gladdened me recently was the talk 

LT heard that his knowledge of the Middle East was negligible at the beginning while 
coday, at the latest sessions with the deputy prime minister, Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, 
specifically, he took part in the conversation and had a give and take, so he has 
become well informed about positions and details. Therefore I can say that his 
initiative is based not just on his assistants" work but also on his own beliefs. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: What is your conception of the scenario for the future? How will it 
unfold? What is your conception of it? 


The ambassador: America has made mistakes, and has acted in certain wrongful ways, 
for example when it helped send international forces to Beirut. The Palestinians 
iteft and America gave them guarantees, then the international forces left and the 
United States left after them. 
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Do not suppose chat we did not warn them about these things from the beginning. 
President Mubarak requested the United States to link the departure of the Palestir- 
ians to a comprehensive resolution. The issue is not the departure of the Palestin- 
ians from Beirut; the more important issue, rather, is the departure of the Israelis, 
and a schedule mst be set forth for that. 


My confersation with them took place on the basis of Cairo's directives. We do not 
advise that forces should go to Lebanon then leave 3 weeks after the departure of 
the Palestinian forces--who will guarantee and supervise the departure of the re- 
maining foreign forces? 


Thus the United States put trust in an Israeli guarantee, and this is what agitated 
the Jews of the world: Israel gave a guarantee and did not live up to it, specif: 
ically since this time the injured party was the United States, America gave a 
promise on the basis of this Israeli guarantee, Reagan gave a promise that America 
would be the guarantor and the underwriter, and that embarrassed them before the 
world. Therefore, the return of the international forces was in rectification of 

a mistake that had been made. These forces will not leave, and we must not let 
them leave, until all foreign forces, specifically, and the Israeli forces above 
all else, have left. 


Israel Must Leave Lebanon 
ALeMUSAWWAR: What are your conceptions of the future scenario? 


The ambassador: Our requirement is clear and explicit: there must be a timetable 
for Israel's departure and it must commit itself to it.. Israel will make efforts 
by every means on two axes to avoid leaving before the Syrians and the remaining 
Palestinian armed forces leave. 


Once it feels that the United States asks for what we are asking for, in the form 
of a strong central government in Lebanon, conditions will be straightened out as 
far as Israel is concerned. This is an actual fact, because there cannot be a 
state within a state, We cannot accept that for ourselves or for anyone else. 
Thus the people who are in Lebanon must be subject to the authorities in Lebanon. 
However, when we tell the United States to look out to avoid 3a'd Haddads, whether 
in the name or in the pattern of Sa'd Haddad, because when Israel creates subjects 
of its own in southern Lebanon that means that it is becoming immersed in the 
Lebanese situation, that means that the Lebanese problem has not been solved, and 
if Israel comes into Lebanon, why shouldn't others come in? Israel mst leave 
Lebanon for good. However, it is legitimate to have international forces in south- 
ern Lebanon, as long as the Lebanese government accepts them, which it is free to 
do. If it asks for them, we must provide for them and we mst help it. In Egypt 
we have international forces in Sinai and we accept that. There is also inter- 
national supervision of the strip that exists and also is in Israeli territory. 


The Syrians and the Withdrawal from Lebanon 
AL-MUSAWWAR: To what extent do you imagine that the Syrians will accept an Israeli 


withdrawal in the context of a timetable linked to their withdrawal along with 
that of the Israelis? 
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fhe ambassador: In my estimation, the Syrians have accepted the principle of with- 
drawal, The ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam who went to Washington with Prince Sa'ud al- 
Faysal was not the ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam who went there before. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Or the ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam who used to talk at Arab conferences. 


The ambassador: Yes, he was speaking from another angle. Most of the time, so far 
as I know, he let Prince Sa‘ud al-Faysal do the talking and endorsed the views he 
expressed, This reveals a tendency which we are not criticizing--to the contrary, 
we welcome it, because at the beginning we told the Syrians "Do not intervene in 
Lebanon, take our experience in Yemen and benefit from it, and take America's eyner- 
ience in Vietnam. In fact, you will become even worse embroiled because you share 
the border and the day you think of withdrawing you will find people demanding that 
you stay, and the situation will be confusing. However, they did not listen to 

this advice and did get embroiled in Lebanon. Our advice to the Syrians now is, 
proceed to withdraw from Lebanon. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: That is, we do not gather that the Israeli withdrawal is contingent 
on a Syrian one! 


The ambassador: We do not gather that, or approve of it, because the Syrian pres- 
ence is based on the agreement of the legitimate Lebanese authorities, while the 
Israeli presence is an illegitimate invasion and incursion which must not exist and 
therefore must end. 


Priorities for Movement in the Middle East 


AL-MUSAWWAR: What will happen after the scenario on the Lebanese issue? What con- 
cerns the Middle East? 


The ambassador: We talked about the need to take steps at the proper time so that 
they will not yield up implications which are not intended. Therefore we must look 
at the picture as a whole and not at one part of it to the exclusion of another, 
so that matters will not be ambiguous for the reader or for the other parties who 
will think that this is the end of the situation. We still are involved in prob- 
lems that require discussion with Israel. Taba, for example. However, we must 
choose the right time for the discussions so that there will be no ambiguities and 
so that Israel will not imagine that we are content with its conduct and actions 
in Lebanon. Have we forgotten Taba? Not at all, and we will not forget it. 
Israel must leave it at once. However, if it is a matter of a few weeks, we can 
wait. 


There are priorities for movement on the Middle East issue. The emphasis now is 
on two important matters, Lebanon and the Palestinian cause. 


The Lebanese and Palestinian Issues and Their Solution 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Can the Palestinian issue be resolved in a few weeks, like the prob- 
iem of Lebanon? 
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The ambassador: The answer is no. It will take longer, but if a time schedule is 
set forth for Israel's withdrawal from Lebanon, and Israel starts to carry it out, 
then it will be presenting a better image of itself than its present bad one which 
no international conscience finds pleasing. 


Therefore, when it takes this step and starts its w'indrawal, the train will move, 
and supposedly it will continue. We must get adequate guarantees that it will con- 
tinue until we see it reach its destination. This will furnish another picture, 
which will offer greater scope for action, but at the same time that will require 
that the other parties not remain silent. We must not create a gap which will not 
be properly filled. The process must be ongoing. There are the Reagan initiative, 
the Arab-American dialogues, the Egyptian-American dialogue and an earnest effort 
on America's part to understand the Palestinian cause better. We will talk with 
the Liberation Organization and if we can't do that we will talk with other Pales- 
tinians, in the form of West Bank mayors, who have close ties with the organization. 
We can say that an American movement toward the organization has started, and we 
were a party in getting that going. Senator Percy received Khalid al-Hasan in my 
presence and in the presence of the Saudi ambassador at the Tunisian ambassador's 
table, and this shows collective Arab action on behalf of Palestinian interests. 
Prior to that we arranged to have a number of organization representatives meet 
members of Congress from the House and the Senate, and they met with them, before 
and after the meeting with Percy. Israel knows that, and the Americans are not 
afraid of it. Hes, there is the commitment on the part of the American administra- 
tion, as is well known. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Shouldn't one confront Kissinger regarding this commitment, which he 
made? 


The ambassador: There is a story behind this commitment. I went to Kissinger and 
told him, "You made a conmitment which ought not to have been given, and you stood 
in the way of an agreement at times when it would have been possible to reach one. 
Today you are outside the government. Go talk to the Palestinians and_the Libera- 
tion Organization." He liked the idea but he was afraid of /to pursue/ it. Henry 
Kissinger has to be in the limelight and now the light that was on him has dimmed 
and moved away from him. I tried to make a distinction between negotiating and 
talking, because he was the person who said that the American government would talk 
to the organization only on certain conditions. 





What is required now is to start a dialogue to convince them to do this. We have 
got to the point where we are telling them, "Let it be a dialogue rather than a 
negotiation." 


When Yasir ‘Arafat started accepting all the United Nations resolutions, he took a 
step but it was not enough; I said as mich to the organization representatives whom 
we met with, and I say it to the organization. The organization will not suffer. 
The whole problem is in the names. On the first day, the newspapers will say that 
the organization is accepting the existence of Israel and agreeing to coexist with 
it in peace. This is a fait accompli, which is coming about and will come about, 
indeed has come about as a result of the agreement the organization, Israel and 
America made, from the day the organization entered into a relationship with the 
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United States, wnich is a relationship that will help the organization with regard 
to all the legitimate rights it demands from Israel, because America no longer has 
conditions for the organization. What we tell the Americans is: "You tell us to 
negotiate without restrictions or conditions--what about yourself?" 


4AL-MUSAWWAR: What is required of the Liberation Organization? 


The ambassador: I would like it if the Palestinians did two things. /Establish/ 

a government in exile, because a government in exile speaks for a country, while an 
organization, in international convention, does not speak for the entity of a state, 
it expresses a right and a responsibility, and whoever negotiates to obtain rights 
must give responsibilities to others. The organization made commitments in Beirut 
and lived up to them. In the process, the organization fulfilled the conditions 
required of a government and of responsibility, so what is there to fear if it 
takes the decision to declare a government in exile? If there are supporters and 
opponents, that is the nature of things in states. The second point is that there 
is nothing objectionable in having the Palestinian government recognize conditions 
and set out conditions itself, in which case the matter will be a weapon in the 
hands of the Palestinian government to enable it to stand up to Israel's claims 
about the Palestinians. 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Must the Reagan initiative be held in abeyance till a solution is 
found to the problem of Lebanon, or will it be possible to solve the two problems 
together? 


The ambassador: There are priorities. Yesterday they were Beirut and the arrival 
of the international forces there, then the withdrawal of the Israeli forces. Will 
they withdraw overnight or not? Will there be a schedule for withdrawal? Will the 
American administration at the same time pursue the Reagan initiative, while we ex- 
plain to them where /its/ weak points are and the points that have to be strength- 
ened? As I said, one of the negative features of the initiative is, why should it 
rule that the Palestinians should choose whether it is possible to live in peace 
with Israel and whether it is possible for them to have an independent state? The 
first phase of their life is that they should commit themselves to a complete, com- 
prehensive peace with Israel, and the West Bank, or most of it, should be demilitar- 
ized for years. 


The Economic Interests of Egypt and America 


AL-MUSAWWAR: One can observe that American economic interests in the Arab countries 
are important. American exports amount to more than $4 billion. Does this influ- 
ence the American position or not? 


The ambassador: Israel's interests in the United States are very large, militarily, 
economically and politically. Politically, Israel is now facing a crisis of con- 
fidence in American public opinion. We know that if America keeps from supplying 

it with arms, it will be in bad shape. From the economic standpoint, Israel has 

an inflation in excess of 100 percent a year. It not only gets a billion in 
economic aid as grants but it gets bonds and donations, all of which come to Israel 
and go into the Israeli budget. Those come to approximately $4 to 6 billion. If 
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these sums are held up, what will happen? Israel gets the aid in the form of checks 
and puts it in its balance of payments. This year they raised the economic aid by 
an amount that is equivalent to Israel's payments to America, to service Israel's 
debts, Therefore, when America is run by people who defend the bonds and say "We 
are not in agreement with Begin's policies," and they slow up on the payments, that 
amounts to pressure on Begin. Therefore Israel knows that at some stage it is go- 
ing beyond bounds. The problem with Sharon is that he is impulsive and imagines 
that these massive victories will dazzle many Zionists and Jews, and consequently 
he can use them for support; this policy has started to be expensive for Israel. 


American Aid to Egypt 


AL-MUSAWWAR: We have made requests of America that this aid be given to sectors 
instead of projects, because 40 percent of this aid goes to serve the Americans 
themselves and their consultants, and a large part of it is drained off before it 
gets to the Egyptians. How can we get greater benefit from this aid? 


The ambassador: American economic aid to Egypt has been continuing at the rate of 
$750 million a year, and Congress, up to now, in spite of America's economic dis- 

tress, the reduction in government spending and the reductions in the aid section, 
has kept Egyptian aid at its level. 

American Wheat--The Whole Story 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Isn't this a small amount? 





The ambassador: We tell them that $750 million is not enough. In fact, when they 
were allocating this amount, it took 3 years to disburse it and it declined in 
value. Therefore, the costs of every project that is delayed 4 years increase and 
as a consequence there are renegotiations on it. Therefore, agreement was reached, 
during President Mubarak'’s visit last February, that the American aid program 
would subsequently be shifted from projects to sectors, in the sense that we would 
have the right to shift from one project to another without checking with the 
American government or Congress, as was the case in the past. That started to be 
put into effect, and Congress asked the American administration, why are you delay- 
ing carrying it out? The problem is that we have our bureaucracy and America has 
its bureaucracy, and I tell them on many occasions, as a friend, "You are developed 
even with respect to bureaucracy."" There is a problem which you in AL-MUSAWWAR 
must help me to explain to the Egyptian people. The fact is that the Americans de- 
serve great thanks. When the price of wheat rose, the result was that the amount 
of money Congress allotted to help us buy wheat was used up on the purchase of 1.3 
million tons, and they had promised us 1.5 million. Through Carter's insistence, 
Congress agreed to additional legislation, and we obtained the full amount of 1.5 
million tons. When the wheat price dropped, we obtained 1.5 million tons and told 
them that we wanted to use what we had left to buy additional amounts; again, they 
responded to us. This amount is to be paid out over 30 years at low interest with 
a grace period of 10 years, and we must not imagine that we should rely on it. We 
must exert efforts to realize self-sufficiency in wheat. That is what the presi- 
dent is calling for--that we must produce, attain self-sufficiency in food and 
rely on ourselves. 
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AL-MUSAWWAR: Here we would like to have something clarified. We hosted Dr Yusuf 
Wali, the minister of agriculture, who said that he had specific guidelines from 
President Husni Mubarak that Egypt should be self-reliant in food, especially wheat, 
in 7 years, and that this was a national goal for which he would be held accountable. 


The ambassador: That is very sound, because I expect that in a period of time we 
will be trying as far as we can to keep the sum or the amount that America gives us 
at its current level. However, in the future we expect that the quantity will start 
to decline as a consequence of economic circumstances, In addition, the requests 
made of America are continuous and are increasing, and we hope that the drop in the 
wheat price will continue. We must rely on ourselves because that is the most im- 
portant thing. 


America Gives and America Takes 
AL-MUSAWWAR: Let us return to the aid map and what Egypt is getting. 


The ambassador: As far as the aid deficit goes, I believe that some figures are ex- 
aggerated, What cannot be doubted is that in the initial period, there was a crav- 
ing on the part of both parties for feasibility studies, and mch of the aid is now 
going to finance Egyptian sectors to build schools in various villages. Therefore 
no money is going to American companies; rather, it is going to Egyptian workers 

and Egyptian students, Therefore they constantly feel, as a result of the experi- 
ence and as a result of our statements, that it is necessary to develop the relation- 
ship. We told them, "You have raised the value of the aid a great deal, but there 

is the bureaucracy." 


The important thing is that I got in touch with our brother Michael Stone, who is 
in charge of the aid program, and he asserted to me that a shift is being made to 
certain other sectors, such as agriculture. To be honest, also, the Americans want 
to see greater attention given to the private sector. The public sector arose in 
the era of nationalizations and is related to a period of time when America was 
alienated from Egypt and the ties were severed. They also have the notion that the 
public sector is using up a large amount of the government budget. When President 
al-Sadat and President Mubarak went to them, they said, "Give us, like Israel, a 
check which we can put in the budget." Carter promised President al-Sadat equal 
treatment, and the Americans actually said, "We are treating you equally in terms 
of numbers; you have started to get what Israel is getting economically and mili- 
tarily.'' We are almost on a par with Israel. We can say that we are a year behind 
because they are receiving $1.3 billion this year and we will get that next year, 
while they will get $1.7 billion next year and we will get the same amount the year 
after that. They say "If I give the sum in the form of a check, it will seem to 
the American taxpaying public that that is going for the subsidies which you say 
you are spending so many millions of dollars on, while we want to serve you in pro- 
jects which will provide the Egyptian people with increased industrial and agricul- 
tural production. Consequently we have accepted your advice that that will be 
shifted into the sector system." As far as we are concerned, we will increase at- 
tention to the private sector, and that is the policy President Husni Mubarak and 
the cabinet are fotlowing, in addition to their interest in the public sector and 
its development. 
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America and the Position on the Public Sector 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Is there any sensitivity among Americans regarding the public sector 
in Egypt? 


The ambassador: There is no sensitivity among the Americans, but there is a ques- 
tion: What do we want to do? Do we want budgets that cost the government large 
amounts of money? Where will the necessary amounts of money come from? Expendi- 
tures ultimately are taxes, and taxes are collected or borrowed. At some stage it 
will be necessary to increase production; how can we increase production without 
incentives? Why doesn't the public sector get incentives? This is an Egyptian 
question more than an American one, and an Egyptian battle more than a dialogue 
with America. The Americans deal with the public sector and take part in joint 
projects with it. Where is the sensitivity? There is none. At the same time, we 
cannot drive it out of people's minds that the public sector was once a private 
sector and was nationalized; it did not arise as a public sector. We say that we 
give guarantees, and President Husni Mubarak, in his last meeting at the party, con- 
firmed that. You have the right to ask about American investment. Why hasn't it 
come? There are a number of reasons. We must not forget that we are going through 
an international economic crisis, a crisis of international inflation, a shortage 
of capital and high interest rates that have reached the point where American com- 
panies have refrained from borrowing to keep their own projects going. Who can pay 
20 or 22 percent interest? Imagine an American investor borrowing at 22 percent to 
come 7,000 miles in order to invest his money, to invest his money regardless of 
the area, Therefore I said that American investments will come in the final stage. 
I imagine that with the new developments in the world, inflation will decline, and 
when we encourage investment foreign companies will start coming to Egypt. In 
another area, the situation in the region is very influential. When an insurance 
company hears that there is a war in Lebanon it raises insurance tates in Egypt, 
and there is the war between Iraq and Iran--this all has repercussions, making econ- 
omists, from the political and military standpoint, stay away from the area, Like- 
wise, tourist activity is affected by the situation. Some companies are cancelling 
their reservations for Egypt because there is a war in Lebanon. Tourist activity 
here in Egypt is on an equal footing in the Arab and international contexts. I 
imagine that investments will be coming, and we will reassure investors. For that 
purpose, Law 43 was to guarantee investment, and Dr Wajih Shindi went and set up an 
investment guarantee agreement with them. We have had a discussion with them on 
the Export Import Bank, because its interest rate is high and must be lowered. 


The Reagan Initiative and Camp David 


AL-MUSAWWAR: Where does the Reagan initiative stand on Camp David, and where does 
it stand on the Fez summit? Can it be compatible with that? 


The ambassador: The Reag7n initiative is being made at an important, basic time, 
and it is clarifying America's position on points which were not clear at Camp 
David, since the Americans have stated that Resolution 242 applies to all the ter- 
ritories, Therefore this is clear, and is a response to Begin; they do not agree 
that Israeli sovereignty should be imposed on the West Bank and Gaza, when America 
speaks of the fact that the Palestinians must share in their own destiny from a 
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practical standpoint, and that it is more than what Begin is saying to the effect 
that they are people on territory they do not own, which is something that is not 
valid, Also, the meaning of having the inhabitants of East Jerusalem take part in 
elections is that America does not accept Begin's claim of sovereignty over Jerusa- 
lem and that the issue must be resolved through negotiation. The Palestinians must 
have their own views, their own power, and their own control over water and terri- 
tory, on condition that that not affect other interests of Israel's--that is, it is 
not permissible that Israel should have a veto over the territory and the inhabi- 
tants. All these new approaches supplement and clarify America's position, which 
was well known at Camp David and before. However, America set out the bases with 
us and with Israel at Camp David in order that there would be participation, and 
now it is saying "I am closer to the Egyptian opinion on the subject than to the 
Israeli opii.ion."'’ These are our views, which we raised in the negotiations for 2 
and a half years, stating "I do not accept the Israeli view."' Therefore we have 
considered that a good basis for the discussions which the Palestinians to a large 
extent have blessed, the Arabs have blessed, and people who want to annex the terri- 
tories have rejected. Fez is not against them, Can you imagine the Arab heads 
meeting, abandoning their own plans and saying "Come on, let's adopt the Reagan 
plan?" 


Wisdom requires that a plan be presented and that it represent a step forward from 
the standpcint of the Arabs, especially since it is talking not about war but about 
peace, about a peaceful solution, about legitimate rights and about security for 
all the countries in the region; at the same time, Reagan is drawing closer, and a 
delegation will go to Reagan from Fez. If they reject the initiative, why would a 
delegation be going? To the contrary, I consider that the key to Arab agreement 

to the Reagan initiative is that an Arab delegation is being sent to America. 


All Egyptian-Arab Contacts 


AL-MUSAWWAR: If there is no official talk with the Arabs, could we ask you about 
your constant meetings with Prince Bandar ibn Sultan, which took place in Washing- 
ton during the coordination period? We know that there were contacts with hin. 


The ambassador: I cherish these contacts, because I have great respect for hin, 
a firm friendship and strong relations, we exchange views most frankly, and Arab 
interests bring us together. 


Peace between Egypt and Israel 


AL-MUSAWWAR: After all that Begin has done, what has happened to the peace with 
Egypt? What are your expectations on the coming elections in Israel? Is there 
really hope that the peace process will continue if Begin stays? What are the pos- 
sibilities of a change in the government in Israel? 


The ambassador: This is an Egyptian strategic policy and there cannot be any 
changes in it. We say that both domestically and abroad. Begin, with his mistakes, 
will cost Israel a great deal all over the world. Israel gained many years because 
world public opinion was on its side, American public opinion was on its side and 

it had support in Congress. Israel is losing, and Begin's conduct will cost it a 
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great deal. [I hope it will learn from these lessons and return to the road to peace, 
because the Arab world wants nothing but peace with it. We actually convinced then, 
and this is what we said in all the forums in America, including synagogues. We 
told the Arabs, this is Israel, which withdrew from Sinai in full on 25 April, 
Isn't the road Egypt has traveled the right one? They started to say, "Yes, we had 
our doubts and we were saying that Israel would not wichdraw;"' but Israel did with- 
draw, and they actually started to turn toward Egypt. Then Israel came and turned 
matters upside down. Here, indeed, the things Israel has done since 25 April will 
cost it a great deal. The policy we pursued has won massive gains for us and also 
for the Arab world. We went out defeated in 1967 and we went out with our heads 
raised on high and our dignity uplifted in 1973, with Israel on the defensive. We 
tell Israel at the negotiating table, "We are equals. If you want war, 1973 is the 
example. If you want peace, we have made peace. There are men in Egypt who are 
not afraid of the policy of peace, because that is the most realistic way to reach 
results." 


An Arab "Lobby" in America 


AL-MUSAWWAR: How many Egyptians are there in America? [Is it possible to form an 
"Arab Lobby" in the United States? How can one put the money and efforts of our 
scholars in America to good use? 


The ambassador: By my estimates, there are about 300,000 or 350,000 Egyptians in 
America, There is no doubt that they are all good ambassadors and Egypt's parti- 
sans. Indeed, they all talk in the places where they gather together, where they 
live and their places of work about the Egyptian point of view and the Arab point 
of view, and I am most proud of them. They are our ambassadors in every group, 
what I cannot do they can, and I give them every salutation. 


We benefit from them in many respects. Many of them come to Egypt with the compan- 
ies they work for. I have found that the people of Egypt are its best representa- 
tives, because they know how to deal with it. 





An Arab Lobby in America: How? 
AL-MUSAWWAR: Is it possible to establish an Arab lobby in the United States? 


The ambassador: Lobbies are an instrument of pressure. They consist of a number 
of things. Your policies are considered an instrument of pressure, your president 
is an instrument of pressure, your _mbassy is an instrument of pressure, your press 
is an instrument of pressure, the journalists who travel to the United States and 
talk with American journalists are an instrument of pressure, and the tourists are 
an instrument of pressure, and the Americans who are Arab in origin are also an in- 
strument of pressure. In the past, out of a feeling of disgrace over the Arab de- 
feat, they did not say that they were Arabs; then came the October war, and that 
caused them to speak bravely and forcefully. The peace, also, made them say that 
they were Arabs who had raised the banner of war and then raised the banner of 
peace, 





AL-MUSAWWAR: In the seventies and eighties, diplomacy failed to solve internation- 
al problems, because in many focal points scattered out over the world wars have 


36 














flared up. What is your excellency's view on whether that is a setback for a diplo- 
matic solution? 


The ambassador: No, it is not at all. There is nothing easier than war and noth- 
ing harder than peace. A government starts a war but two peoples make peace. How 
many wars have been started by mistake! For example, the war Iraq launched against 
Iran; where is Iraq now? Today Israel is paying a big price. There are crises 
that have turned into wars, but were there no diplomacy the wars would have been 
more extensive, and indeed perhaps would have risen to the level of the two super- 
powers, and there would have been a great calamity. 


In the Middle East, the local war almost turned into a major one. There were the 
Soviet warning and confrontation which took place at some stage in the 1967 war and 
in the 1973 war. Diplomacy plays a big role. I said--you may remember, when Pres- 
ident al-Sadat, whom I met at the Central Committee of the Socialist Union on 2 
January 1972, in which he stated that the supervisor of our interests in Washington 
came and met him and told him,'Nothing will work, Mr President, until Sinai is 
smeared wlth the blood of Israel." I, the diplomat, said that at that time. My 
advice to President al-Sadat, as one of the people, as a reader, and as his eyes 
and ears in America, was that there was no way to avoid war. 


Dr Kissinger felt that we were a lifeless corpse. No matter what we told him and 
how we portrayed the picture of the future to him, reality dictated that he think, 
analyze and have opinions that were different. For that reason, the October war 
had to take place, so that Dr Kissinger would know that Egypt was not, as he had 
claimed, a lifeless corpse, and that the people of Egypt could liberate Egyptian 
territory. Kissinger knew that, the Israelis knew that, and at the same time they 
knew that the level of Egyptian diplomacy was no lower than that of the highest 
peak in international diplomacy, I would like to add that I am not making this 
statement because I am an Egyptian ambassador in Washington; rather, I am talking 
about the future generation of diplomats. ‘Ismat ‘Abd-al-Majid is on the verge of 
handing his portfolio over, and I also will be on the verge of handing my portfolio 
over, in 2 years. However, Egypt is rich in people, and the rising generation of 
diplomats is a generation I am proud of. 


AL-MUSAWWAR; We thank Dr Ashraf Ghurbal for this great conversation. I believe 
that his excellency has talked about all features of the subject of Egyptian-Arab 
relations. He has also spoken about points of dispute and points of agreement, 

the Egyptian-Arab situation, and the weak points and the strong ones, and I believe 
that he has addressed himself to more than we had all expected. We thank him for 
this frank talk and we also thank him for these long hours that he has spent with 
us, infringing on the quick leave he has taken in Egypt. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/35 


37 























IRAN 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL BLASTED FOR REPORTED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 1 Nov 82 p 1 


[Commentary by Ali Zulfiqari] 


[Text ] 


ONCE ayain , the doleful song of Amnesty Interna- 
tional, which chooses to attire itself as the angel 
of mercy and universal compassion,uncoils in the 
dark pages of Western journalism, as if to relieve 
and reassure an anxious world and to allay its 
shredded conscience by the assurance that there is 
someone up there who listens and cares, and a 
voice to declare the fundamental rights of human 
beings. 7 

Alas for the sorry voice and the sorrier audi- 
ence! For, put forth in plain and what appears 
to be‘ objective language, the report is full of 
howling, gaps and malignant distortions; an 
admixture of truth and falsehood and a Devil’s 
potion. While a grin of satisfaction is spread across 
the report as it surveys the scene in Europe and the 
U.S., it makes a self-righteous angry look of disap- 
proval at notorious and not so notoriousd. tatoe 
ships and democracies around the globe govern- 
ments, whose repute or disrepute is hardly affected 
by gestures of disapproval made by the Al. The Al, 
‘owever, benignly ignores the evil Superpowers 
who are ultimately responsible for the existence 
of their ferocious puppets. 

What emerges is a tiny aquarium of woes 
which has the least resemblance to the vast ocean 
of injustice, violence, aggression, exploitation and 
cruelty that is our present day world.,What is 
implied in the report is the -absurd assumption 
that evil dictatorships can be allowed to exist 
so long as they mend their ways. There is the 
concealed and ugly lie that the Superpowers 
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are to be absolved of what their agents do to their 
peoples. 

One is taken aback by the stunning silence ma- 
intained: by report about the Zionist-created holo- 
caust and hell in Lebanon and occupied Palestine... 
about Saddam’s ambition-trip into Iran... about 
thousands of assassinations in Iran ranging from 
the nation’s president and Premier to common 
porters, grocers and even tiny infants at the hands 
of those whom the AI innocently refers to as 
“the opposition, which itself is no cause for 
surprise , as the Al calls subverters and intriguing 
anti-tevolutionaries in Iran“prisoners of consci- 
ence’, 

In a world where organizations such as the 
U.N. serve asthe ideal Mt. Calvary for the hopes of 
oppressed nations under the tyranny of the super- 
powers and their agents to be crucified, institutions 
such as the AI serve as useful platforms for denou- 
ncing and discreditting those who dare to challenge 
the “rights” of the imperialists. Obviously, its rep- 
ort about Iran has its proper place in Western jour- 
nalism’s malignant propaganda about Islam and Is- 
lamic justice. It reflects the characteristic Western 
arrogance and self-righteousness and makes the ac- 
cusation that “the trials in Itan fell short of inter- 
national standards for fairness.” 

The humanitarians at the AI forgot that the Is- 
lamic Revolution in Iran itself is a revolt against 
such standards fabricated by Western hypocrisy 
and aimed at redeeming the unrighteous world 
powers. It represents the determination of the 

















Moslem workd to shake the Eastern and Western 
powers out of their resolve to play with the fate 
of mank ind. : 
Histofy will not forgive the Al’s evil attempt 
to defile the sacred honor and dignity of this Di- 
vine revolution which in truth upholds the rights 
(in the fullest and truest sense of the word)of all 
human beings(in its widest and most complete 
sense) throughout the workd, and demands free- 
dom, independence, justice and dignity for all men. 
The meager truth in the report about the world’s 
evils will not absolve it of its malignant distortions 
regarding the Islamic Reyolution. Its hypocritical 
attempts to malign the s€red beauty of this revo- 
lution and, thereby, to deprive an oppressed man- 
kind of the hope and promise that this revolution 
bears, will be remembered as a great disservice to 
humanity and to true humanitarianism at a time 
when the workd stands in greatest need of the 
Truth and of complete and perfect courage to def- 
end the rights of innocent men, women and chil- 
dren, not of those criminals. For this, Amnesty 
International needs to produce a perfect mirror to 
reflect the workd’s wd injustices and not the De- 
vil’s Kaleidoscope which is its recent report. 
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IRAN'S LITERATURE CONFISCATED BY YUGOSLAV OFFICIALS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 1 Nov 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


BELGRADE (IRNA)---Books, 
posters and texts of Imam 
Khomeini’s speeches were con- 
fiscated by security agents of 
Yugoslavia following the steal- 
ing of a number of books and 
posters which had been on dis- 


play in Iranian pavilion in the 
‘international book exhibition 
here. 

Exhibition officials together 
with some security agents re- 
quested that the books be han- 
ded. over. 

The books depicted the 
crimes of superpowers, espe- 
cially the US. and its global 
lackeys including Iraq and the 
Zionist regime. Also covered in 
books and posters were the 
crimes against the Palestinians, 
Polisario and Zimbabwe. _ 

Iranian head of the pavilion 
refused to hand over the books 
and other materials thus lead- 
ing to Yugoslav officials seizing 
them - themselves. 

The officials stated that the 
books were poilitical, and Iran- 
ian officials had no permission 
to give them to visitors. 

The Embassy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran here submit- 
ted a protest note to the For- 


eign Ministry of Yugoslavia 


and called for investigation in- 


4600/75 


to the matter. 

A number of Iranian books 
and posters were stolen on Oct. 
26 from the International 
Book Fair here. 

The head of the Iranian pa- 
vilion submitted a protest let- 
ter to the Fair officials and 
furthermore said that evidence 
indicated that the theft had oc- 
cured according to a specific 
plan and not by the visitors. 

The Iranian pavilion has so 
far received a remarkable wel- 
come from visitors. 
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Ol on eee ees 


Cement Factory for East Azarbaijan 
Successful Economic, Monetary Policies 





Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in’ English 24 Oct 82 p 2 


IMPROVEMENTS REPORTED IN VARIOUS ECONOMIC SECTORS 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Oct 82 p 2 


[Text ] 
[Text ] 
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hectic and somewhat unnatural 
consumer demand for some pro- 
Soh sbisonl comtempten at 
of 
and demand for certain consumer 
staples, by people who are not 
bona fide consumers, or who 
would not buy or use those staples 
Sdinr caaseliin aeumen 
The Central Bank governor has 
made it clear that rather than 
expend —_ revenues on 
luxury items, Islamic govern- 
ment is determined to invest its oil 
revenues on fruitful enterprises in 
the interest of the future genera 


Exhibition of Industrial Products 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 24 Oct 82 p 8 


[Text ] 


On the occasion of the begin- 
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self sufficiency, was the major aim 
of this exhibition. The nation’s 
Officials gave full support for the 
students 


The exhibition consisted of 
several stalls and each province 
had a stall of its own wherein the 
works of the students were put on 


tronic and mechanical equi t, 
and eatin, ocatine. 
wood products, agricultural 


Following is a review of the darkness 
products 


— Automatic hand held 
machine gun. 


\.— Steam machine: This was 


invented by the teachers of 
Rajai Technical School. aay 
equipment which looks simple, 
but is highly complicated, was 
ilt at a cost of 20,000 rials only 
and its larger models can have a 
crucial role in the country’s future 


Water Regulator: This equip- 
ment is capable of the taps 
of a water reservoir and discon- 


at a cost of 1,500 rials. 
Model aeroplane: This plane 


of 100 kph. 
Exhibition of Indastries and 
Products 


The exhibition of indust- 














many spheres. Holding these 
exhibitions is an indication of the 


ted in 
this exhibition and the range of 
products included: hospital equip- 
ment, kerosene and e ic hea- 


crane CErpess, wood and me 


Exhibition of Industrial 


An exhibition of A dustrial 
achievements 


&. 


Even though. these achieve- 
ments are small they are impor- 
machines 


one can be 
engineers and experts have 
i attitude for 


concems participated in 
exhibition. The of 

on display included: ting 
pumps, clocks, car water coolers, 


armament parts, prefabricated 
houses and many other products. 


Advances in Light Industries 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Oct 82 p 2 


Text TEHRAN, Oct. 24(IRNA)— potential innovators to exploit 
Iranian industries are going ahead pepe my Be pen cages 
in a march toward i parts , until recently were 

according to industrialists imported from abroad. The drive 
interviewed here and elsewhere in for self-sufficiency has also 

the 3 inspired the search for potential 

The drive for self in resources in the country for the 
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raw materials which were 


imported in the past. 
Proper maintenance of fac- 
tories by Iranian technicians has 


also made por bile the saving of a 
significant smount of foreign 
exchange which in the past was 
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Improved Trade Posit:ion 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Oct 82 p 2 
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[Text ] 














Industrial Research Projects 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 31 Oct 82 p 8 


[Text ] 


The Public Relations Depart- 
ment of the Organization of Scien- 
ae eee eee 
lished a bulletin 
sciedicn of tas oll coeaaitiaien. 
during the last eight months. 
Below the activities of the organi- 
zation are outlined. 
Chemical and Chemical Engineer- 

img Section 

This section began operating in 
March last year and its activities 
include: 


— Manufacture of enamel from 
local raw materials. 

ing for silver extraction 
— Design for manufacture of PH 
control 

— Design for manufacture of 
fraction collector. 

— Manufacture of Caffeine from 
tea residue 


— Sane pkg from ved 
— Synthesis 

— Manufacture of dried bile con- 
centrate of cow and sheep for 
medicine 

— Industrial utilization of water 
melon waste 

— Manufacture of anti-cancer 


drugs 
— Manufacture of plant colors 
— Nicotine extraction from 
tobacco. , 
Metallurgical Section 
Since metallurgical industries 
are of primary importance and 


considering the need for industrial 
and moves towards self- 
ciency, one of the aims of the 
Islamic Revolution, the metallur- 
ical section of the 
of Scientific and Industrial 
Research has tried to design and 
implement projects in this area. 
The activities of the metallurgical 
section are as follows: 

— Review of possibilities 
regarding manufacture of metal 
parts needed by metal industries 
and cooperation with technicians 
and experienced innovators in the 


— Creation of metallurgical 
—, i ai dis 
Some o major plans 

been implemenied are as 


smelting. 

— Manufacture of roy 
parts for use in various types of 
meters. 

— Manufacture of press 


"Renovation and repair of 


food industries, genetics. 
patos ag aad chemical 
the last eight 
months, section undertook 
several projects some of which 
have successfully passed the 
laboratory phase. 
Positive results from these pro- 
j will result in the saving of 
millions of dollars in foreign 
exchange. The projects are as 


— Manufacture of penicillin 

— Manufacture of strep- 

— Production of citric acid 

— Production of antigens and 
anti-serums. 

Besides manufacture of the said 


— Production of lenicomycan 
anuhoucs 

— Production of antiromycin 
anubioucs 

— Production of tetracychn 
anobioucs 

— Collecnon of various mus- 
hrooms and industrial germs 

— Production of single cell 
protein for cattle feed. 

Production of fermentors for 
producing vaccines, anti-biotics 
enzymes and hormones, and crea- 
tion of various fermentation 


The mechanical section has 
undertaken the following pro- 
jects: 

_ section 

This section has two fold 
activities: 

1. Plans ready for enta- 
tion include the following. 


a) Correction, completion and 


b) Technical supervision over 
projects that are under implemen- 


tagy- tation. 


c) Cooperation with factories. 
universities, and scientific centers 


S—_- 


2 - coca 
Its activities are as follows: 
Research to the prim- 
Fs ae tria) com- 
and also the review of the 


peel ilitiies of producing parts 
and other needed machinery 


2) Organizing meetings, jrepa- 
ration of statements of accounts 
and office and technical section 


Products, the science laboratory 09) Followup of sectons offic 


and fermentation industry is car- 
rying preliminary research on ~ Ba 
following plans 
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The following is the list of inno- 


making equipment 
— Four cylinder gasoline 
engine 
— Safety valve for water heater 
— Automatic equipment for 
polymyer injection’ 


— Coordination with 
revolutionary and government 
Organs 

— Testing of manufactured 
equipment 
Sinn Gan ae 

that ere under study are as 
follows: 

— Fees Eee 

eee planting equipment 

— Chemical 


sprayer 
— Equipment for producing 


equipment 


— Automatic feeding equip- 
ment 


— Automatic mcubator model 
100,000 


cso: 4600/73 


Toe Sctele "i 
Research Organization besides its 
maim branch in Tehran, also has 
branches in Shiraz, Kerman, 
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ISRAEL 


SHARON SAID ISOLATED WITHIN PARTY 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 7 Oct 82 p 21 


[Article by Ilan Kfir: "Sharon Isolated in Government--Minister Tend to 
Reject Outright Any Suggestion by the Defense Minister; Begin Supports 
Officially, But Does Not Trust Him Implicitly; Dissatisfied with Tension 
Between Senior Officers and Sharon--Would Prefer Eytan over Sharon for 
Defense Minister; Eytan May Be Likud'’s Choice for Defense Minister in Next 
Election" ] 


[Text] A cartoon in the British DAILY SUN: Moshe Dayan with a black eye 
patch under the inscription The 1967 War. Next to him is Ari'el Sharon with 
black eye patches covering both of his eyes urder the inscription The 1982 
Lebanon War. 


In September 1982 Sharon was the dominant figure in the world media. A giant 
interview by Oriana Falacci was published in leading papers around the world. 
TIME magazine devoted to him a cover story, and his life story was told 

in op-ed pages. The BBC showed his picture more often than that of Margaret 

Thatcher. 


While Dayan symbolized to the world a fighting Israel, Sharon represents 
another Isreal, "cruel, hardened and rapacious."" He is considered the man 
who has ordered the Air Force to bomb Beirut. 


His conditions at home is not much better than his image abroad. The 
statesman who reached the peak over a month ago when the terrorists vacated 
West Beirut, did not know how to hold on to his achievement. At that time 
Sharon was the victor. Both friends and foes, i:cluding the press, accepted 
it. But Sharon wanted everything. 


If he had known how to restrain himself while the terrorists were evacuated 
from Beirut, the point he had scored during the military and political 


campaigns could have advanced his chances to run for prime minister. 


The attack on Bashir Jumayyil destroyed Sharon's house of cards and his plans 
for "a new order in Lebanon." 
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The news about the attack was a severe blow to him, and his reaction was 
hasty and emotional. Advancing the IDF into West Beirut was a political 
and military trap. For Sharon it was a personal trap, and it torpedoed his 
personal gains dui ing the course of the war. In one fell swoop Israel 
destroyed the trust of the United States, at a time when relations had to 
be restored after the trauma of the West Beirut bombings. 


One cannot exempt Prime Minister Begin from the criticism of the IDF's entry 
into West Beirut. He should have taken into consideration the reaction of 
the U.S. and the serious international implications of such a move. This 
move soon proved to be a serious mistake. World opinion did not understand 
what Isreal was doing in the west of the city, while the massacre and Begin's 
talk about "blood libel" only worsened Israel's position in the world and 
Sharon's position at home. 


Since then Sharon has been on the way down. His accusation about Israel's 
complicity in Tel al-Za'atar has only added insult to injury and has further 
blackened Israel's image. His revelation about the reserve unit that was not 
mobilized has deepened the rift between him and the IDF. 


Inside the government Sharon today is almost totally isolated. Begin 
continues to support him officially, but his decisions no longer elicit 
total and automatic support, "before and after the operation on the ground," 
as was the case during the Peace for Galilee campaign. Sharon is no longer 
all-powerful as minister of defense. 


The prime minister is now aware of the mess Israel is in because of its 
invasion of West Beirut. But despite the expectations of some ministers that 
he turn an accusing finger at Sharon, Begin refrains from any public 
criticism or any criticism within the government in regard to this move. 

If indeed he had any criticism he must have voiced it privately, and only 

the two of them know about it. 


Turn Their Back 


Those close to the prime minister are willing to say that Begin calls 

Sharon a superior commander, but his political and strategic talents are not 
getting much praise. Begin takes exception to Sharon's accusations of the 
U.S.. He does not consider the U.S. an "enemy," despite Reagan's initiative 
in regard to the Palestinian question. 


Mr Begin is not happy about the tension between Sharon and some of the senior 
officers of the IDF. While he has a critical eye for Sharon, Begin has a 
warm spot for Eytan, and some of his friends say that if he ever has to 
decide between the two he won't choose Sharon. It is no secret that the 
prime minister would like to see Eytan join the Likud after his retirement 
from the army a few months hence. Some say that in case of new elections 

it may not be a bad idea for the Likud to take advantage of Eytan's 
popularity and offer him the position of defense minister. 


49 














During the war sev2ral ministers supported Sharon almost to the end. Among 
them: Yitzhaq Shamir, Yoram Aridor, Moshe Nisim, Ya'aqov Meridor, Yuval 
Ne'eman, Eliezer Schostak and to some extent Yitzhaq Moda'i. The Shamir- 
Aridor coalition has special significance to Sharon. This is not the 
situation today. Aridor and most of the other aforementioned ministers have 
turned their back on Sharon. They now tend to reject outright any suggestion 
by Sharon. 


Before the Decision 


Over against the decline of Sharon one can see the rise of two ministers, 
Deputy Prime Minsiter David Levi and Education Minister Zvulun Hammer. 

Both have been consistently critical of Sharon's decision making process 
during the war, and have not hesitated to voice their criticism even when 
the prime minister supported the initiatives of the defense minister. Levi 
and Hammer had several confrontations with Begin, since their opposition 
disturbed Begin who tried toachieve unity within the government during the 
war. They continued to maintain their critical posture while carefully 
watching Sharon's every move. 


Recent cvents have given Levi unprecedented political power. They have 
insured his place in the top leadership of the Likud and the list of 
potential heirs of the prime minister. Hammer is now seen as the conscience 
of the Government of Israel. 


As for Sharon, he now seems to face a decision: Should he draw his own 
conclusions from the situation he finds himself in or should he wait for 
the conclusions of the commission of inquiry. It seems that in his wildest 
nightmares Sharon has never anticipated having to stand before a national 
commission of inquiry at the end of the Peace for Galilee campaign. 


Even if he decides to quit at some point, this will not be the end of 
Sharon's political and public life. 


Sharon in his sycamore farm in the Negev will not be like Ezer Weizman in 


Caesaria. In the public debate and the political struggle over the future 
of the territories Sharon's voice will continue to be heard. 
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ISRAEL 


HAMMER TO RUN WITH BURG IN NRP ELECTIONS 
Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVU'A in Hebrew No 27, 15 Oct 82 p 10 


[Article: "Minister Hammer Has Reached An Agreement with Burg on Cooperation 
in Internal Party Elections"] 


[Text] The ferment in the NRP against the backdrop of the strong conflicts 
between the Gush Emunim people and the party's young leaders, Minister 

Zvulun Hammer and Knesset Member Yhuda Ben-Me'ir, as well as the approaching 
elections of the party, is increasing, and the gap is widening between 

those committed to the greater Israeli concept, led by Rabbi Druckman and 
Yosef Shapira, member of the executive board of the Jewish Agency, and the 
heads of the young factiou, supported by Gush Emunim. The NRP is anticipating 
a political change that will affect the factions of the party and bring 

about a different party leadership. 


In order to avoid personal setbacks and bolster his own group's position, 
Minister Hammer has reached an agreement with Rafa'el Ben-Natan, secretary 
general of Hapo'el Hamizrahi and the strongman in the Lamifne faction, 
headed by Dr Burg, according to which Burg and Hammer will run together in 
the internal el] ction for the party's convention to take place 26 April 
1983. This will be a historical turning point, as young leaders will join 
forces with party old timers against their own ideological colleagues. 
Among them are rabbis and heads of Bne Akiva and Hesder yeshivas, who in 
the past were the great human potential of the young faction, headed by 
Rabbi M. Z. Neraya, head of the Bne Akiva yeshivas and by Ben-Ya'agqov, 
secretary general of the NRP's::youth movement. 


YOMAN HASHAVU'A has learned that among those rabbis, who include the heads 
of the Merkaz Harav yeshiva in Jerusalem, there is "bewilderment" and 
"incomprehension" in regard to Hammer's and Ben-Me‘ir's position. The two 
are being accused of putting away the banner of the greater Israel without 
any compromise. They accuse Hammer of being influenced by advisers, 
including academicians, who help the education minister with his speeches 
and articles, whose moderate political views have been reflected in recent 
public appearances of Mr Hammer. 


Hammer's good press, and the fact that he is in charge of radio and television 
have created a favorable public image of the minister. Yet many members of 
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the NRP are saying that this image has nothing to do with the positions 
and opinions of those who have to vote for the education minister in the 
elections for the leadership of the NRP. 


Those close to Hammer expalin that the NRP has lost its support among the 
Gush Emunim and among many of the Bne Akiva, who vote for the Tehiya or even 
for the Likud, while religious Sefardic Jews, including academicians and 
professionals have voted for TAMI. Thus, the NRP cannot rely on the political 
extremes and must create a new image of a central party, national-religious, 
with a traditional rather than an extremist religious attitude. This should 
bring new groups from the center of the social-political map into the party. 
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ISRAEL 


NEW OIL DRILLING TO BEGIN 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 11 Oct 82 p 10 


[Article by ‘Oded Shorer: "‘Atlit 1 and Pleshet 1--Two Deep Oil Drills to 
Start Soon"] 


[Text] Two very deep drills are planned for the present fiscal year. One 
will end in March and the other will continue until next fiscal year. This 
is the work plan of the National Oil Company for the second half of fiscal 


Energy Exploration Company will renew in the middle of next month the drill 
of Atlit 1 and will deepen it from 5,300 to 6,300 meters. The company owns 
90 percent of the drill, with the rest owned by HANA and Lapidot -Nafta, 

two government companies. The drill will solve the problem of activating 
the deep drill equipment paralyzed for the past 15 months, since the drill 
of Shizaf 1 ended in the Negev. The inactivity of the equipment is costing 
the state one quarter million dollars per month. 


Experts have reacted with skepticism to the announcement of the National 

Oil Company regarding the resumption of the Pleshet 1 (Gat permit) drill 
east of the Heletz oil field as early as this fiscal year. They believe that 
the Atlit drill will last at least 3 months or more, and the preparation for 
this important drill will continue into the next fiscal year. Partners in 
this Gat permit are HANA (58 percent), Lapidot-Nafta (10 percent), Paz Oil 
Exploration and Paz Consortium (17 percent), Padoil (10 percent), and Delek 
(5 percent). 


The cost of the Pleshet 1 drill, planned for at least 6,200 meter depth, is 
estimated at $12.1. The National Oil. Company is planning to invest during 
the current fiscal year $4.3 million in this drill, of which 62 percent comes 
from private investors. 


The drill will take place in the vicinity of Ruhama, 10 km east of the Heletz 
field, and according to the HANA people it is one of the more promising field 
fields in Israel. The discovery of the cite has cost $0.5 million. A 12 km 
long and 8 km wide area was explored. There are drilling points in the area 
ranging from 3,500 to 6,200 meters. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


IMPORTS FROM LEBANON--In a few weeks goods from Lebanon will begin to arrive 
regularly in Israel. Customs authorities have received instructions to 
relax their inspection at entry points on che Lebanese border. At this time 
there has not been a clear decision about trade ties with Lebanon, and for 
the moment imports from Lebanon are not allowed. But the government intends 
to normalize economic ties with Lebanon and relaxation of customs inspection 
on the border has been alluded to. The inspection posts on the Lebanese 
border will soon be changed from military to civilian. Informed sources in 
the treasury have told me that treasury teams are about to begin examining 
goods to be imported from Lebanon to Israel on a regular basis. Not all 
goods will be allowed in at first, but rather a gradual process is expected 
to take place. [Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 11 Oct 82 p 7] 
9565 


DECLINE IN REAL WAGES--Real wages in public services went down 11.4 percent 
during April-July 1981 and April-July 1982. During that time real wages went 
down throughout the ecanomy: Transportation 6.1 percent, commerce 4.2 percent 
industry 3.9 percent, agriculture 2.1 percent. Only in finances (one-half 
percent) and construction (2.9 percent) real wages went up. The average 
decline during that period was 5.9 percent. Real wages went down 4.1 percent 
from the first to the second quarter of 1982, according to yesterday's 
report of the Central Bureau of Statistics. The Bureau adds that 11,000 
electric workers headed the April-June salary scale with a monthly average 

of 25,000 shekels, followed by transportation, storage and communications 
with 18,000 shekels average, finances and business services with 14,700 
shekels average, industry with 13,800 average, public services with 11,300 
shekels average, construction with 10,600 shekels average, commerce with 
10,200 shekels average, personal services with 8,000 shekels average, and 

at the bottom of the scale agriculture with 7,500 average. The average wages 
in the economy in June was 13,100 shekels. The National Insurance Institute's 
data shows that in October the average wages were 17,800 shekels, hence the 
real wages kept their level since June. An economic prediction prepared 

by the treasury shows that standard of living will go up during the next 5 
year a low 1-2 percent per annum. The plan will be presented tomorrow to 

the U.S. Embassy with a request for aid. [Text] [Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in 
Hebrew 7 Oct 82 pp 1, 15] 9565 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


HIGH CONSUMER PRICES PUT A STRAIN ON LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 21 Aug 82 p 4 


[Article by ‘Ali Khalid al- Qamidi : "The Shopping Centers Are in a 
Confrontation With the Neighborhood Stores"] 


[Text] Where are the people with limited income supposed to 
go amidst this cultural labyrinth? The Ministry of Commerce: 
"[We must] develop the neighborhood stores and keep an eye 
on the department stores!" 


Whenever one of our citizens opens up a shopping center, this action of his at 
once causes everybody to automatically start talking about this subject! 


This is not because of any jealousy, envy, or dislike for these large stores, 
in which one encounters various products and luxury items from all over the 
world. It is because such stores cause unusual suffering to people of limited 
income because they remind them of their status and condition. Any person 
who, in appearance or in actual fact, belongs to the low-income category, 

when he has an occasion to enter one of these multistory shopping centers with 
their tempting commodities and their prices which are both posted and not 
posted, at first will be amazed, and then he will be shocked when he finds 

out at the cash register the truth [about how much the items in the store 
cost J! 


It is not a question of our waging war against this type of shopping center 
which is culturally exciting and stimulating. As we see it, the question 
boils down to the fact that we want people to show more concern and interest 
in the neighborhood stores [and improve them] so that they can partially 

solve the problem of the temptation of the department stores and their hellish 
prices! ees 


The Temptation Is Spreading! 


This is not a matter which is restricted only to shopping centers. We also 
have fancy restaurants and furniture stores which are part of the problem. All 
of them, in the final analysis, constitute a series of endless temptations 
which a person of low income cannot resist--not even once a month! 

















One strange and curious thing is that one of the stores of this type in 

Jiddah has succeeded in getting some low-income people to come to it because 
the store-owner managed to provide parking space around the store which is 
enough to meet the parking needs of the customers of nearly all of the stores 
of the city area--and the parking is free of charge. In the meantime, customers 
of other stores in the city area are still confronted with parking problems 
because there are not enough parking places for them. This is true of the 

Bab Makkah Market, the Al-Badu [Bedouin] Market, and the Al-'‘Alawi Market, 
even though the Jiddah Municipal Council has actively been providing more 
parking areas which are necessary to solve the parking crisis around the old 
Stores and marketplaces. We are grateful for these efforts on the part of the 
Municipal Council, and we hope that they will continue. The Municipal 

Council did succeed in lessening the parking crisis at [King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz] 
Square and King ‘Abd al-'‘Aziz Street after it set up two large parking lots 

at the shoreline road and behind the [Saudi Arabian] Monetary Agency building. 
These two parking lots charge only a nominal fee. 


God willing, this concern and interest will gradually extend to [providing 
parking areas for] the other stores and markets until there is finally no 

more parking crisis in connection with them. Due to this concern, the 
Municipal Council, through the city municipality, has concentrated on 
improving and beautifying the stores and markets, which now have a new and 
beautiful appearance. The Bab Makkah Market has been paved with marble, and 
cars are no longer entering it. How nice it would be if the Municipal Council 
would be interested in creating an access-way to this market after having 
modernized, renovated, and beautified it! 


The Difference in Prices 


We will not discuss the matter of what prices should be in the neighborhood 
stores as opposed to the shopping center or supermarkets. This is a matter 
which is in the hands of the Ministry of Commerce and the Consumer Protection 
committees. What we are interested in is showing what difference in prices 
there is between the two types of stores. When you visit the neighborhood 
stores, they do not leave you with any feeling of sadness in your heart 
because what they offer for sale is necessities, whereas the supermarkets sell 
many things which are even above the level of being luxury items. There is 

a certain category [of people] who, when confronted with these [very expensive] 
items, are able to easily cope with them [and pay the high prices for them]. 
The phenomenon of department stores has come to dominate our lives to an 
unreasonable degree. In the city of Jiddah there are at least ten complete 
department stores which sell everything from negligees to wild monkeys, 
combined perfumes, pastries and sweets, French meat, Chinese dough, etc., etc., 
etc!! 


All of these things are tempting attractions which are deadly!! The fact that 
these things are becoming so widespread is something which is making it very 
difficult to reform the behavior of low-income people, and later on this is 
something which will be impossible. Mr ‘Abdallah al-Husayni, the director 
general of the Ministry of Commerce branch in Jiddah, said that, in these 
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stores, the prices of foodstuffs and things that go with them are being 
monitored. The Mr al-Husayni brought up the subject of the neighborhood 
stores. He said that steps are being taken to improve and organize them in 
order that they be able to do a better job of displaying their goods, storitg 
them, protecting them from spoiling, protecting [the customers] from being 
overcharged for them, and protecting them from being damaged. 


The Kiosk System 


The kiosk system was not widespread because only a limited area. [of Jiddah] 

was urbanized. But after the spread of urbanization, kiosks began to gradually 
crop up in some areas in addition to neighborhood stores. This was before the 
phenomenon of the supermarkets and international-type [department] stores which 
began their war against these small-scale neighborhood stores which sell basic 
foodstuffs. The kiosk system has not really set in. It is said that some of 
the municipalities of some cities are fighting the spread of kiosks for legal 
reasons, whereas it had been hoped that these municipalities would encourage 
the spread of kiosks and develop and beautify them, especially in neighborhoods 
where the common people live and where there is a lot of pedestrian traffic. 
Such kiosks would perform their role by providing service to consumers by 
selling them things at appropriately reasonable prices and would help to 

lessen the demand for making purchases at the large stores. It was also hoped 
that such kiosks would be of attractive appearance and provide a nice image 

of our country. In the city of Jiddah I have seen a number of splendid model 
kiosks which I believe the Municipal Council has undertaken to build in a 
number of areas of the city. We hope that such kiosks will spread and that 

the appropriate authorities in the municipalities and the [Ministry of] 
Commerce will revive the neighborhood stores so that they will be in good 
shape after the Saudiization of commerce, regulation of importing, enhancement 
of [our citizens'] awareness, and monitoring the marketplaces and stores. 

This is something that will be possible if the government encourages whatever 
is in the interests of the consumers. 


Egypt has been hit by the supermarket craze! But it has not yet been attacked 
by department stores--a craze which is considered to be even more intense! 


I have read that a study has been made concerning establishing a neighborhood 
grocery store federation in order to deal with the fierce competition which 
they are facing on the part of the supermarkets. I liked this idea quite a lot, 
and I wish we had made this study. The attraction of neighborhood grocery 
Stores or neighborhood stores is something which is understandable. You can 
take the trouble to purchase the appropriate items which they offer for sale 
because the items which they are selling are few in numbers, are necessities, 
and are sold at prices which are in line with the financial resources of the 
average individual. We have noticed that neighborhood stores are gradually 
beginning to disappear in our country. They are being replaced by supermarkets, 
and now we have department stores. Now it has become necessary for us to be 
concerned about the situation of our neighborhood stores before they disappear 
once and for all. 


When an average person with an average income happens to go into a department 
store which sells all sorts of things, including things which he has never 
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heard of or seen, naturally he will be impressed by all this culture and 
technology which has arrived [to Saudi Arabia] and which has become available 
to him (that is, which he sees before him). The result of this is that 
either he will leave the department store and be both perplexed and sad 

(to an extreme degree) or else he will start beating his head against the 
first wall that he runs across. 


What we are saying here is nothing new to you or to us. These department 
stores have colored birds, cakes, ice cream, okra, potatoes, perfumes, dairy 
products, works of art, tools, etc., etc., etc!! 


The Programs of the Municipal Council 


Jiddah's Municipal Council is undertaking the planning and implementation of 
a series of programs concerning setting up modern stores and marketplaces 
which will meet the needs of Jiddah's population in view of the enormous 
urban expansion taking place in the city. The Municipal Council's plan in 
this regard is based on three fundamental approaches, which are: 


1. Making it unnecessary to have such large crowds in the stores and 
marketplaces of the city. 


2. Taking care of the needs of consumers near their residential areas. 


3. Attempting to create competition which will lead to a decrease in prices 
by virtue of the fact that supply will be greater than demand! 


This is the general picture of the Municipal Council's programs concerning 
the establishment of stores and marketplaces. So far, its plan has been 
successful, although it will be even much more successful when it includes 
monitoring [stores and marketplaces], follow-up work, and inspections! 


Mr al-Husayni said that joint efforts are being undertaken by people in the 
Ministry of Commerce branch and in the Municipal Council to monitor the stores, 
marketplaces, and warehouses, and to make sure of the quality of the goods 
being sold, the safety of these items as far as consumers are concerned, and 
their prices in general. The efforts of the government are having their 

effect in the area of preventing all types of skyrocketing prices, overcharging, 
and speculation with goods! 


In addition to the efforts being made by the Ministry of Commerce branch and 
the Municipal Council, joint daily tours are being undertaken by people from 
the Ministry of Commerce, people from the stores and marketplaces, and people 
from the Environmental Health Organization in the Municipal Council. All of 
these efforts, in the final analysis, are being undertaken to achieve the 
same end. 


The Trend in All Areas 


The Municipal Council's plans for establishing new and modern stores and 
marketplaces embrace all areas of the city. So far new stores and — 
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marketplaces have been set up only in the northern and southern parts of the 
city. However, work is being pursued to complete the establishment of other 
stores and marketplaces in the eastern and western parts of the city. These 
new marketplaces are of various and different types. Some of them sell 
foodstuffs, some of them sell clothes, some of them sell fruit and vegetables, 
and some of them sell furniture and household implements. The objective of 

the Municipal Council in setting up these new stores and marketplaces is not 
restricted to meeting the needs of our citizens. It also involves making 

sure that the items sold in these marketplaces are sold at prices which are 

as reasonable as possible. The rent paid by those renting space to sell their 
goods is nominal, intended to be an incentive, and does not constitute a burden 
for them no matter what the goods are and what their prices are in other places. 
Furthermore, these marketplaces have no new fancy decorations which, people 
Say, are the reason for the high prices in other marketplaces! The Jiddah 
Municipal Council's trend toward setting up these stores and marketplaces 
should be encouraged and supported. Also, people selling goods in these 
marketplaces should be monitored and watched so that they do not exploit 

[the customers], as this is now occuring in many instances! There are many 
types of exploitation which such people are engaging in. They include 
overcharging, swindling, and concealment. There are numerous ways of doing 
these foul deeds! In order to prevent this, we demand that stricter monitoring 
be done in order that the necessary level of integrity be achieved. This is 
something which can be achieved, even though it might come about only step by 
step or in stages. This is something which we have always been hoping and 
praying for, especially in view of [our citizens'] lack of patriotism and 

moral conscience! 


Reviving Old Marketplaces 


The Municipal Council also continues to be concerned about places selling 
traditional popular types of food. These are places which are disappearing 

and have been almost completely forgotten and neglected. The Municipal Council 
has had the idea of setting up, in one area of Jiddah, a special marketplace 
specializing in selling these traditional popular foods--with this marketplace's 
stores being run by people who are interested in, and specialize in popular 
foods. The rent [for these stores] would be nominal, and this consequently 
would mean lower prices. This nominal rent would be a stimulus and an incentive 
for reviving national dishes so that they could confront the food invasion 

which is assaulting us from various areas of the world and which has taken 

over our elegant restaurants and high-class hotels. 


This marketplace project did ‘perhaps require some time, study, and planning 


‘in connection with choosing a site for the marketplace. The Municipal Council 


has hastened to make some land available to individuals at nominal rent on 
the condition that they only offer popular dishes in their restaurants. If 
the Municipal Council discovers that these areas are being used for any other 
purpose, it will simply take back the site [and not allow those violating 
this agreement to use it]. 


We also hope that the Municipal Council will be concerned about the cleanliness 
and conditions of the currently-existing restaurants which serve popular dishes-- 
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restaurants whose prices are going up and which provide both unclean and 
unsound service to its bachelor customers! 


If the Environmental Health Organization would make a thorough field inspection 
of many of these restaurants, it would discover the real facts concerning 
the quality of the food cooked and served at these restaurants! 


In addition to this, since the Municipal Council is encouraging the spread of 
traditional and popular foods, this requires that it be interested in 
conditions in these restaurants which serve such foods. It knows what to do 
in order to provide more than one alternative to our average citizens of 
limited income! 


Most of the Customers Are Women 


It is said that men are the victims and that women are the cause of this! 
These words amount to an accusation, and such an accusation always requires 
proof. Those making this accusation base their accusation on only one thing, 
and that is that women constitute most of the customers in these elegant, 
fancy, and high-class stores and marketplaces--including textile and clothing 
stores, furniture and interior decorating stores, and places that sell 
perfumes and cosmetics! 


These stores and marketplaces which have been opened consume, in a split 
second, everything that men are able to earn during the course of a year! 


According to people who make this accusation, women think with their hearts 
whereas men think with their minds--there is a great difference between the 
two types of thinking. Women go to these stores and think with their hearts 
when they buy things, and they have left their minds at home. In most cases 
it is the men who are doing the paying, whether happily or reluctantly. 


Any person who goes to these modern stores can easily see that there are 

three and a half times as many women there as customers as there are men. The 
opinion that men are the victims is based on the fact that there are many more 
women in the stores than there are men! Is this accusation sufficient? Do 
women really want to have their men die prematurely? What is the truth of 

the matter, and who are the victims?! 
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SYRIA 


DAMASCUS TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS CITED 
Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 25 Aug 82 7 


[Article by Sa'd al-Qasim: "Transportation in Damascus, and the Aspects of the 
Transportation Problem" ] 


[Text] Forty percent of the city buses are not being used 
because there are no bus-drivers for them. 


New bus-drivers in the transportation company receive 
more compensation than do the old bus-drivers who are 
their colleagues. 


The transportation crisis is linked to the traffic 
crisis, and radical solutions need to be found for both 
crises. 


768 fixed-route "service" taxis are registered, but 
only a small number of them are being used [as taxis of 
this type]. 


The transportation crisis in the city of Damascus is considered to be one of 
Our most perplexing problems. The city which is described as being the oldest 
[continuously-inhabited] city in the world has witnessed, during the last few 
decades, a tremendous increase in population and housing without having a 
corresponding increase in the development required in connection with some of 
the service sectors. 


The population cf Damascus increased from 530,000 in 1960 to about 837,000 in 
1970, and to more than 1,260,000 by 1980--and this is in addition to the large 
number of people who have migrated to the city. At the same time, however, we 
find that the means of transportation in Damascus, which basically consist of 
buses, have not undergone similar changes. 


We have no exact statistics concerning the increase in the number of buses 
during this period. Furthermore, the statistics which the City Transportation 
Company does have concerning this matter do not tell us very much. The com- 
pany's statistics indicate that its number of operating buses increased from 
30 in 1963, the year the company was established, to 400 by last year. , 
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However, it should be pointed out that the company did not take over the city's 
transportation lines all at once. During the first year after the company 

was established, it had only 2 lines. What this means is that the statistics 
available to us do not indicate the number of buses actually operating in the 
city and which, during those years, belonged to the private sector. However, 
it is useful to point out that the company, at any siven time when it took 

over a bus line, was operating with a number of buses which was very close to 
the number which it had been operating with before [taking over the new bus 
line]. 


The Real Problem 


The City Transportation Company began actual operations in 1963 when it took 
over the al-Muhajirin line which, up till then, had been a streetcar line. 
Gradually the operations of the company expanded until, by the middle of the 
seventies, it had taken over all of the transportation lines in the city. 

Ever since the company has had a total of more than 100 buses, the percentage 
of buses actually operating has not been more than 48 percent except for two 
different times--if we exclude 198l--and we will return to this matter later 
on. In fact, the percentage of total available buses actually in operation 
has [generally] not been more than 14 percent or 17 percent, as was the case 
in 1976 and 1977. In 1976 the company had 598 buses, and out of this number 
only 84 were actually in operation. In 1977 the company's number of available 
buses went up to 697, but only 119 of the buses were in operation. These 
statistics indicate that the company's problem has nothing to do with its 
vehicles. The problem is rather with the human element, and it is a problem 
which requires serious concern in order that correct solutions be found for it. 


The Highest Percentage 


In a report issued by the company last year it was mentioned that 427 buses 
were in operation on the city bus lines. 


This number is considered to be the largest number of buses that the company 
has been able to run on its various lines, and constituted 72 percent of the 
company's total number of buses--which at that time amounted to 592. This 
percentage is, in turn, the highest percentage of operation of buses which 
the company has achieved since 1966 when it had no more than 50 buses. This 
great increase is attributable to the application of the automated fare- 
collection system which has made it possible for the company to use a large 
number of its fare-collectors as bus-drivers after sending them to training 
courses. 


New Lines at the Expense of Other [Old] Lines 


The above-mentioned report points out that, during the last few years, the 
company has opened up a number of new lines and branch lines. This [normally] 
assumes that there will be an increase in the number of buses operating. 

However, what we discover is that the new bus lines were being run at the expense 
of the other [old] bus lines in the city, and that branch lines had been opened 
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up at the expense of the main bus lines. For example, we find that on 18 
August 1982 there was a total of 3 buses operating on the al-(Ma'damiyah) line, 
which is a new branch of the al-Mazzah bus line. But on that same date the 
number of buses being run on the al-Mazzah line was 38. To this figure we 
must add the 10 buses operating on the Muwasah-Garages line, which is anothér 
new branch line. This means that the total number of buses operating on the 
al-Mazzah line, together with its 2 branch lines, was 5l, whereas the number 
of buses which were supposed to be operating on this line according to the old 
schedule was 60. 


Laws Which Need to Be Revised 


One time the young driver of one of the city transportation buses made a 
small mistake [in driving] which was noticed by a driver who was driving 
another bus. The second bus-driver took this opportunity to make fun of the 
young bus-driver, and said to him, among other things: "So that's what they 
taught you in [your training] course!" It was not difficult for the bus 
Passengers to realize that the young bus-driver was one of those who had been 
trained in the training courses set up by the bus company and that the other 
bus-driver who was driving their bus was one of the old bus-drivers. There is 
some justification for this feeling of hostility shown toward the new bus- 
drivers when we realize that there is a disparity in the laws which apply to 
the bus-drivers of the company. Because of this disparity, new bus-drivers 
generally receive wages and compensation which is more than what their 
colleagues, the old bus-drivers, receive. 


In an attempt to deal with the problem concerning its bus-drivers, the company 
is having its drivers do overtime work. But here this problem--the problem of 
disparity in the laws--re-emerges once again. Overtime pay for the new drivers 
is 3 Syrian pounds per hour. No doubt this is an amount of money which is 
small in comparison with the work done, but even this small amount is some- 
thing which the old bus-drivers cannot get. Their overtime pay is no more 
than 1.25 Syrian pounds per hour. 


The City Transportation Company in Damascus has approximately 554 buses. At 
any given time about 49 percent of these buses are not in operation because 
there are no drivers for them. We cannot claim that if all of these buses 

were in operation, this would eliminate the transportation crisis. However, 

it would certainly effectively contribute toward lessening the intensity of the 
problem. In order to accomplish this, what is primarily required is to revise 
the company's employment laws, to institute equality among the employees of 

the company, and then to put into practice a system of incentives in the 
company. Furthermore, the employees' general situation in the company needs 

to be improved. 


Another Aspect of the Problem 


When the company manages to put all of its resources into operation, then 
another problem, which does not show up very clearly now, will emerge on a 
large scale. This is the problem of technical personnel. Since the company 








right now is unable to use all of its vehicles on the bus lines, it has a num- 
ber of buses in reserve that are in operational condition. But these buses in 
reserve will be utilized on bus lines when a sufficient number of bus-drivers 
becomes available. When this happens, the damage and defects which will be 
afflicting buses will have a clear effect on the company's operations. This 
Situation will require the availability of a sufficient number of technical 
personnel able to constantly maintain and repair t’ie vehicles. However, a 
corps of such technical personnel can never be hired by the company because 

of the company's present laws and the [low] wages and compensation which the 
company pays at the present time. 


6 Syrian Pounds as Wages 


At this point we should bring up another matter, which is that of the wages 
paid by the company. Laws currently in effect do not permit the payment of 
more than [a total of] 12,000 Syrian pounds as wages. This amount was 
allocated when there were no more than 100 employees in the company. Now, 
however, if this amount were distributed to all of the employees in the conm- 
pany--a total of 2,200 persons--each one would receive only 6 Syrian pounds. 


Taxis and the Transportation Crisis 


Along with the buses of the transportation company, taxicabs are supposed to 
play an important role in providing transportation for our citizens. When we 
consult the records of the Traffic Division, we find that in the city of Damascus 
a total of 2,362 taxis with meters are registered and a total of 260 taxis 
without meters are registered. 


A total of 768 fixed-route "service" taxis [which start their runs when they 
fill up with passengers] are operating in the city of Damascus. But this 
number is far in excess of the real number of such taxis which are in Operation. 
For example, the number of such taxis actually operating on the 3 al-Muhajirin 
lines between 1:30 pm and 2:30 pm on Thursday 19 August 1982 was only 28. 

What this means is that only 23.7 percent of the total number of 118 "service" 
taxis registered to run on these lines were in operation. This situation 

also is true of most of the other lines. Most of the “service” taxi-drivers 
prefer to use their cars as regular private taxis [hired by one or more passen- 
gers to go to a particular destination] because this is more profitable. 
Although many such violations on the part of the "service" taxis have been 
recorded, there is still no system for constantly checking up on such vio- 
lations and there are no special patrols to check up on the drivers of these 
taxis in order to see that they stick to their regular runs and that they 

use their taxis as they should. This fact has contributed toward the spread 
of this problem. 


The Issue of Private Taxis and "Service Taxis 


The fact that "service" taxis. do not stick to their regular runs is not the 
only reason for the great disparity in the actual number of such taxis and the 
number of them registered with the Traffic Division. Many "service" taxis have 
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been transformed into private taxis and their drivers have turned in their 
license plates. Also, some of the taxicabs have been sold to [people in] 
other provinces where they are being freely used as private taxicabs. In 
additioh to this, a small number of the taxicabs have been ready for the 
junkyard and their drivers have turned in their license plates. All of the 
above suggests that a serious study should be undertaken to enumerate the 
number of taxis actually being used in the city. On the basis of such a study, 
one should decide which of these taxicabs should be used as private taxis and 
which of them should be used as "service" taxis. This would help toward 
solving the transportation crisis. 


At this point we should bring up another matter which should not be neglected-- 
and it concerns the role to be played by our citizens. In many cases people 
hire taxicabs [as private cabs] even though these vehicles carry a sign which 
Clearly indicates that they are "Service" taxis. Usually such people stop the 
taxicabs a few meters before they reach their regular taxi-stands and thereby 
prevent numerous other passengers from using them as "service" taxis. In 
spite of the fact that there are many private taxis all over the streets of 
our city, some people still do not hesitate to use "service" taxis, which are 
intended to carry 5 passengers, for their own personal and private use. In 
the case of such people who behave so egotistically and selfishly, there is no 
use talking to them about moral obligations. What is needed is to make such 
people pay a fine when they hire a "service" taxi for their private use--in 
the same way that these fines are imposed upon a "service" taxi-driver who 
commits such a violation. 


The Transportation Crisis and the Traffic Crisis 


Taxi-drivers usually offer many different pretexts for not abiding by the 
law. One driver who drove on the al-Muhajirin line said that it was hot in 
the summertime and that this kept him from sticking to the line that he was 
Supposed to drive on. He also mentioned that his line was a difficult route 
and that it entailed traffic jams. 


In fairness one should say that the traffic crisis does constitute a basic 
factor of the transportation crisis. This crisis emerges even more clearly 
as far as the city transportation buses are concerned. Company instructions 
Stipulate that only one bus be standing at the beginning and end of a bus line 
[at any given time]. This is designed to maintain equal time-periods between 
the arrival of each bus and to guarantee that the bus line, in general, be 
systematic. But we notice that buses are often held up because of traffic 
jams, busy intersections, and numerous stoplights. When the first bus is late 
arriving at the ena of the line, this causes a delay in the arrival of the 
buses behind it. This type of geometric sequence continues until the period 
of delay becomes a very long period of time [when one adds together all of the 
periods of delay for all of the buses behind the first one which is late]. 

One of the things which has been noticed lately is te fact that each bus run 
oi “bus journey," as the bus-drivers call it, has become longer in terms of 
time. This increase in time for each bus run is attributable not only to the 
heavy traffic. It is usually attributable to the fact that buses are standing 
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at bus stops for longer periods of time. We notice at the main bus stops 
generally, and at the bus stops at the end of the line in particular, that 
there is a great deal of anarchy when passengers get on and off the buses. 
Many passengers move tuward the front of a bus in order to get off at the 
front door, and this forces p»2ssengers standing at the bus stop to wait till 
e . of the others wave gotten off the bus, and only then can they begin 
boarding the bus. It would be n‘ce if this were the only problem. There are 
others who, for verious reasons su~ as their trying to be clever, get on the 
bus at the back anu, as they advance toward the ticket-punching machine, they 
are pushing in the opposite direction of all of the passengers who are getting 
on the bus the way they are supposed to. Also, there are many passengers who 
do not feel like getting their tickets in their hand until after they have 
boarded the bus--at which time they dig into their pockets for their tickets, 
and then calmly punch them [after they have finally found them]. 


Such cases which occur every day quite often are the reason why it takes buses 
longer to complete their runs. This also further aggravates the transportation 
crisis. 


Since the transportation crisis is closely linked to the traffic crisis, it 
would be useful for us to point out the fact that all of the recommendations 
concerning solving the traffic crisis urged that trucks be prohibited from 
entering the city, that the movement of pedestrians be regulated, and that the 
sidewalks be cleared of all things which clutter them up. So far all of these 
recommendations have not received sufficient concern. 


The Solution Is to Be Found in Means of Mass Transportation 


Finally, we should point out that all of the capital cities and [large] cities 
of the world, in order to solve their transportation problems, are utilizing 
numerous means of mass transportation such as subways, elevated trains, and 
streetcars. Such solutions are based on a very simple principle, the upshot 
of which is that a single bus occupies as much space on a street as do two 
private cars. But a bus, on the average, can transport 50 persons, whereas 
two cars can transport no more than 10 persons. For this reason, in many 
cities of the world only means of mass transportation are allowed to enter the 
downtown areas. 


Since Damascus, because it is such an old city, cannot to any great degree 
permit the utilization of means of mass transportation other than buses, it 
is necessary to provide more such buses and to make a well-planned and scien- 
tific effort to regulate the flow and utilization of the buses. This becomes 
particularly vital when we realize that, according to our local statistics, 
the population of Damascus is expected to be 1.4 million 3 years from now and 
2.1 million by the end of this century. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


SERVICES, CONSUMER GOODS FIGURES--The annual report issued by the Central 
Statistics Bureau at the heginning of this month includes an account of the 
various changes which have occurred in connection with the prices of a series of 
commodities and services. The following is our abridged version of this account: 
1. The level of prices by June 1982 [had increased] 13 percent over what it 

was during the same month last year. This increase is considered to have been 
small in comparison with the increase in price levels which had taken place 
during previous periods. For example, during the year 1981 prices increased 

21 percent. It should be mentioned that the increase which took place during 
the period reviewed was the sum total of the fact that prices had increased 17 
percent during the first half of the period, whereas they had decreased 3 per- 
cent during the second half of the period, from 1 January 1982 through June 
1982. This decrease [during the second half of the period reviewed] was prin- 
cipally attributable to the great decrease in the prices of vegetables, fruits, 
and almonds and nuts which resulted from the fact that the crops were of high 
quality and from the fact that control over export of these crops was exercised. 
2. The increase in prices fluctuated from one category [of commodities and 
services] to another, whereas [some] other categories evidenced relative 
stability [in prices]. 3. Prices of food increased only 10 percent, and this 
was less than the average percentage increase in prices. The following examples 
show the disparity in percentages of price increases of some commodities during 
this same period which was examined--foodstuffs--l percent; meat--7 percent; 
vegetable oils--8 percent; fuel and electricity--42 percent; commodities for 
personal needs--33 percent; [medical] treatment and medicines--39 percent; 
Cclothing--21 percent; rent--9 percent; and durable goods--l percent. The 

office putting out this report is of the opinion that the changes in our 

current all-time-high price levels and the percentages of price increases 
calculated on the basis of them represent the minimum at the present time. 
[Text] [Damascus AL-~THAWRAH in Arabic 24 Aug 82 p 5] 9468 
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